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THE PREFACE 


TO THE | 
CHRISTIAN READER; 


And eſpecially to the Churthes of «AM ſſechoſet-Colony 
in N EW-ENGLANDD. | 


BY H at one end deſigned by God's All-diſpoſing Providence, «7: 
3 leading ſo many of his poor people into this Wilderneſs, was 
10 lead them nuto a diſtmit diſcerning and pratliſe of all the 

Re Wayje and Ordinances of bis Howſe according to Scriptiores 
pattern, may ſeem an Obſervation not to be deifiſed, That we ave fit 
or able for ſo great a ſervice, the ſenſe of our own feebleneſs forbids we 
to think, But that we have large and great opportunity for ut, none will 
deny. For, beſides the uſeful Labours and Comemplations of many of 
the Lords Worthies in other places, and m former times, contrabyweng ta 
our Help, and ſhewing onr Principles to be neither novell nor ſingaiary 
the advantage of Experience and Pratliſe, aud the occaſion thereby gruen 
for daily ſearching into the Rule, ts conſiderables And He that hath 
made the path of the juft as the ſhining light, «« wont full ro give 
wnto them further light, as the progreſs of they path requires further 
prefiiſe, makmg his Word a Lanthorn to their feer, ro ſhcw theme 
their way from ſtep to ſtep, though haply ſometimes they may not ſee far 
before them, I: 1s matter of bumbling to us, that we have made no bet« 
ter improvement of our opportunutes tex way ; tut ſome Fruns God 
hath given, and us to be praiſed for. 

In former years, nd while ſundry uf the Lords eminent Servants, 
now at reft from ther labour, were yet with ws, A Platform of Church- 
Diſcipline, compr:J1ng the brief ſumme thereof, eſpectally m reference t0 
ite Conſtitution of Churches (which was onr firſt wor; when we came 
wo this Wilderneſs) was agreed upon by a Synod held at Cambridge, 
and publiſhed ro the world : From which (as to the ſubſtance therecf ) 
we yet ſee no cauſe io recede, Some ſew pariueulars referring to the 
Continuation and Combination of Churches, need:d yer a more exe 
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plicite lating and reducing unto pratiiſt.” Fer thobgh the Principles 
thereof were mcluded in what # already publiſhed, yet that there hath 
been @ defelt m prattiſe ( ejpecrally ſince of tate years there 1yas more 
orcafion for t) & 100 too apparent : 'For the Fethifymy wheredf, a m0v%e 
particular Explicatiun of the Dottrine. alſo about theſe things, us 1,0w 
neceſſary. +: | 

In order berennte, by the Care and Wiſdome of our Honoured Gene- 
ral Court, calling «pon all the ChutChes of this. Colony, to, ſend their 
Elders and Meſſengers, this Synod wat afſerwbled,: who after earneſt 
Swpplications for Urvme Aſſiſtance, having conſulted the holy Scriptures 
ronching the © veſtions propoſed to them, bave proceeded to the followinſ 
Ine ; hoping 1hat if it nuiyht ſeem meet 40-4he Father. of Lights to, 
gnide the 4 burches. unto «right Ouderſiandang:avd #rattiſe of bis Will 
1 theſe things alſo, the beauty.of. Chryft.s wages wed Spiritual Ringdome 
among «5 would bs ſeen inſome more compleatreſs then formerly... For rhat 
Which was rhe prayer of Epaphras for the Coloſſians, ought ts be both 
the prayer and labour of us all; viz..that we might ſtand perf. & and 
complear in all the will of God:. And we truſt « « oxr fincere defore, 
that tas Will, all: bis Will, and nothing e/ſe but bis Will, might be done 
ermrorg us, TotheLaw and tothe Teftimony we do wholly referre 
our [clyes, and if any.thmg w the followmg Concluſions be mdeed found 
not to ſpeak, aicordmg thereumo, kt ut be rej:tted. 

' We arenoe ignaraut that this ar Labour will. by divers be diverſly 
cenſrred ; ſome will account us too ſtrifl in the T-omt of Baptiſm, and 
others too laxe andlarge : But let the Scriptnres by Fndge between us ally 
There are io things, the Honour whereof ts in a ſpecial manner dear ts 
Ged, and which He cannot endure tobe wronged m; vite Hu Holineſs, 
aud Hs Grace, The Scripture tsofien putting #8 in mmde how much 
the Lord leverh Holmeſs, andiht m his Houſe, and in the boly Ordmar= 
ces ther-of, and huw be abborreth the contrary, Mal 2.11. Plal.93.5. 
8& 2.6. Lev.11.44,45. Ezek:22.26, & 44.7,8. Andhenceneuber 
dere we adzmnt thoſe unto the holy Table of the Lord, that are ſhore of 
Scripture-qual:ficatrons for ut ; viz. Ability to examine themſelves, 
aud diſcern the Lords body ;, Nor yet receive or retam thoſe im Chutchs 

' eſtate, and own them as a part of the Lords haly People, that are viſibly 
and nnr19vionſly wnholy, wicked and prophaye : ſuch we are bidden to. pat 


away from amoaz.us, 1 .Cor.Fo13. and theref,re org: not 19 continue 


to the Chriſtian Reader, 

ahnong ns. Neither may we adminiſler Baptiſm to thoſe whoſe parents 
are not under any Chanrck- power or Government atty where. | To. bapisJa 
ſwch, would be to give the Title and Livery to theſe that will not by ar the 
yoke of Chriſts Diſciples, and to put the boly N ame of God npen them, 
rouching whom we can have no tolerable ſecurity that they wil be edu> 
cated th the wayes of Holineſs, . or in the knowledge and pratiiſe of Gods 
holy Will, Baptiſm, which the Seal of Memberſhip m the Church 
the Body of Chriſt, 4nd an engaging Sign, wmporimg us 10 be the 
weyored Subjefts of | Chriſt, and of all hu toly Government, 15 not, 10 
be made a common thing, ner to be given to thoſe, between whony and 
the Ged-leſi licentions world there 1s no viſtble difference: Tex would 
be a. provocation and diſhonour to the Holy One of Iſrael, ; _ - 
On the other hand, we finde m Scripture, that the Lord ts very ten- 
"Aer of bis Grace 3 that be delighteth to. manifeſt and magnifie the 
\Riches of ity , auld that he caunor endure any ftrauning or eclpfing = 

Yhercof, -which us both d1ſhonourable unto God, and injurions nts n.en 
Gal.2-21, Eph.2.7. & 3. 2,6.8. Rom 11.1,5, AQts 15. 10,11, 
& 10.1 F & 20. 24,26,27. Lnd m Spectral he ts larpe 1mnihe Grace 
of his Coyetant which he-maketh with bu viltble Charch aud People, 
"ard tender of .bawing the ſame - ({(raitneds Hence when he takes any 
anto :Covment, with hbynſeif, ve will not only be theig God, but the 
God of their. ſeed after them in their generations, Gene/« 17. 7,9» 
e-fud akbough. the apeſiare withed parent (that rejefleth God and 
bis. Wayes ) ds cut off both bimſeif and his Children after bim, 
_ *Exod. 20. 5. & 341.7, Tot the Mercy and Grace of the Covenant is 
.extendedio the fautful and their ſeed unto @ thouſand generations, 
| g the ſucceſſive parents do but 1n the leaſt degree ſhew themſelves to be 
overs of God,.and keepers of bis Covenant ana. Commandments, 
Jo 44 that the Lard will never reqett them till they reject him, Exod 20. 
6. Deut,9.9. Plel.105,8,9. Rom.11,16---22. Hence we dare not 
( with - the eAmpedebapirft ) exclude the Infant-clildren of the 
Faitliful. from the Covenant, or from Memberſhip uw the 24ſible 
Churck, and conſequently not from Baptiſm rhe Seal thereof, . Neuher 
dave we exclade the ſame chulaven from Membe- ſhip (or put tham out 
#f be Church:) «when they .Or6 grown up, while they ſo, walk, ang 
att,- as. 10 keap their. fianding 1 the Coyenam , aud doe nat 1e6t 


the [ame, . God. ewns tem jiule and they. dos 186.  [antg, anba{ure 
017%; 
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*ww bim: God rejefls them net, and therefore neither may we ; and eo: 
ſequently their Ehildren o{/o are nos toberegetied, Should we rejelt on 
axclude any of theſe, we ſhould ſhorten and flirauten the grace of God's 
Covenatn, more then God bimſelf doth, and be injuries to the Souls of 
wen, by parting chens from wnder theſe Difpenſations of Grace, which 
are ſlated npen che vifible Church, whereby the chuldren of God's viſible 
 peoplrare ſac in their Generations to be trained np for the Kin 
deiweof Heaven, (wither the Elef3 number ſhall ſtill be brought in i 
wey of {ach wean;) and wherein be bath given unto Officer: ond Chere 
ther & ſolemn charge to take care of, and train np ſuch, as 4 pariof his 
fork, to that end; ſajing to thewr, as ſometimes to Peter, It you love 
me, fred my lambs. /n obedience to which charge we hope it ts, that 
Bw ate willing and defirons (though with the inference of no ſmall labour 
and brrthes toenr ſelve;) 16 commend theſe Traths ta the Churches of 
* Chriff; that all the Flack, gwen the Lambs thereof, bring duly flared 
ander Paſtoral Power, we might after 4 faitbfull diſcherge of our Duty 
to thewr, be able 10 give wp our account another day with joy and not 


flow hard it is to finds and keep theright middle way of Truth in rheſe 
| | Fhingiy is known to all that are ought ed with the Comrover pes 
nl there-about.. As we have learned and believed, we have fuken ; but 
| me without remennbrance that we are poor feeble fraxl men, and teri- 
fre defire to byconverſant herein with much bumility and fear before 


Gol and men, We are not ignorant of variety of judgements cor- 
Cerwing this Subjeft.; which noawithſlanding, with all due reverence to 
Diffetters, afier Religions ſearch of the Scriptures, we bave here offered 
| What ſrems to ws to have the fulleſt Evidence of Light from thence ; if 
ivory may be added, and my be found contained in the Word of God, 
this - ſhall be no prejudsce therennto, Hence alſo we are farre from de- 
| fir that there fluonld be any r;ger 141 impoſition of rheſ* thugs (efpoct= 
| ly 43 f0 What is more narrow therein, and more contrever[al eamony godly 
| mw.) J/f rhe Hononred Court ſee meet ſo farre to adde their counte= 

| Fenextt and concarrence, a; to commend 4 ſerions confideration hereof to 
the Chirches, and to ſecure thoſe that can with clearneſs of jadge- 
540 prethiſe accordmyly, from diſturbance, that in this caſe may be 
Joſfſorne.” To tolerate, or to deſi e a Tolerat 0» of dammabie Herefier, 
| or of Subverters of the Fundamenta's of Faith or Order, weie an 


arrel!giows 


to the Cluiffian Reader, 
irreligions inconſflency with the love of true Religion : But to bear one 
with another mn leſſer differences al out matters of a more d:ffi nit and con; 
troverſal nature, and more remote from the Foundatun, aud nberem 1he. 
godly-wiſe are not like-minded, is « Duty teceſſary to the peace and webs: 
fare of Religion, while we are in the lata of fir nity In ſuch things et 
not him that pr attiſcth deſpiſe him 14.21 forbeareth, «n 1 et not hin that 
forbeareth judge him that prattiſe1h, for God hath received him: 

But as we do not thus ſpeak, from doubring of the Truth bere delivered- + 
(Paul knows where the Truth lyer, andis periwaded of it, Row. 1414+ 
yet he can lovingly bear a Diſſemer, and in ike manner ſboald we). So 
we do tn the bowels of Ch16/t Foſs commend the confpderation of theſe 
things anto our Brethren in the ſeveral Churches, What us here offered 
i farre from being any dec/oning from former Principler, it is rather 
purſuance thereof; for it is all included in, or deducible from what we 
anammouſly prof-ſſed and owned in the fore-ment:oned Platform of 
Diſcipline, many years ſince, There u aſſerted, that Children are 
Chucch-members ; That they have many priviledges which others 
(not Church-members) baye not ; and that they are under Diſcipline 
in the Church, chap. 12./cf7.7, and that will infer the right of their 
children, they continnug 16 wath. orderly. eAnd the other matter of 
Conſociation, or exerciſe of Communion of Churches, s largely 
beld forih Chap. 1g. & 16. 

lt may be an Ovjettion lying in the minde1 of ſome, and which many 
way defire a fuller Anſwer unto ; That theſe thu: gr, or ſome of the, 
are Innovations in owr Church-wayes, and things which the Lora's Wor 
thics in New-England, who are now with God, did wever teach ner bold, 
and therefore why fhould we now, after ſo many years, fall new 
Opinions and Prattiſes ? [i not this a declining from our firſt Parity, 
and a blameable Alteration? To this : Although it were 4 ſufficient 
Anſwer 10 ſay, That in matters of Relig:09, not ſo much what hath been 
held or pratl;ſed, as what ſhould be, and what the Word of God pre- 

ſerites, ought to be our E nquiry and our Rule.. The people in Nebemiab's 
' ume are commended for doing as they found written in the Law, 
though from the dayes of Joſhua the fon of Nan, unto that day,the 
children of Iſrael had not done ſo, Nehem.. 8. 14, 17%, See the like 
2 Chron, 30.5,26, 2 Kings 23.21,22« they did not tye themſchver is 
former uſe and cuſtome, bus to the Rule of Gods written Word, and (0. 


A _ -» * The Preface | 
freald we. It was Thyntira's praiſe, that their good works were more at 
the laſt then at the firſt, Rev.2.19, The Lord's humble and fautbfull 
Serexmes are wot wont to be forward to think themſclve: perfeR w therr | 
avtainwmes, but de firons ratber to make a progrels i the knowledge and 
Praiſe of Goa's yoly Will, If. therefore the things bere pooponnded 
coxcerning the children of Churck-members , and the (onſociation of, 
. Churohes , be a part of the Will of Ged contained in the Scriptures, 
(ies we hope rhe Diſcourſe enſnung will ſhew ther to be) that doth ſuffici- 
caply beſpea hk. their entertainment, akhough they bad not farmerly bety) 
beld or heard of amongit us, - Tet this wwſi nor be grantedythecomra- 

y bein; the Truth, viz. that the Puts herein which may be moſt 
crapled by ſome, are known to have been the judgement of the genera- 
hity of #he Elders of theſe Churches for many years, and of thoſe that 
havebeen of moſt eminent eſteem among ut 1. (beſedes what was be- 
fore mentiontd from the Platformof Diſcipline) may appear by the 
following Teſtimonies, from [undry Emment and Worthy Miniſters of 
Chriſt» New-England, who are now with G od. 
” 7 Firſt, Teuchny the ohildren of (burch-mensbers.  * | 
*. Afr, Cotton h:th this ſaying; The Covenant and Bleſſing of 
Hbrahaw is that which we plead for, which the Apoſtle faith is 
uponus Gentiles, G4/.3.14. which admitteth the faitbful and 
ir Infant-ſeed, not during their lives, in caſe th.cir lives ſhould 
from uP to Apoſtacy or open Scandal, but during their infancy, and 
ng afcer as they ſhall continue in a' viſible profeiliqn of te 
Eovenant and Faith, and Religion of their fathers : otherwile, it 
the Qhildrea of the faithful grow up to Apoſtacy, or 8ny open Scan» 
wil, (as /ſ1mac/and Eſar did) as they were then, ſo ſuch ike now are 
to-becaſt out of the fullowſhip of the Covenant, and of the Seals 
thereof, . Groamnd! end End: of 8-apoo= of (hare, P.106. ſee aſs 
$:3:3 344 34+ |, gin, The ſeed of the Ifraclites, though many cf 
4hem were not ſincerely godly, yet whileſt chey held forth the pub; 
Hitk prof. flop of God's people, Dewt 26. 3-1 1. abd continued un- 
der the xyipg of the.Covenant, and ſubje&ion tothe Ordinances,they 
m#credill acconnted an; boly ſeed; Egre 9. 2+ and fotheir hildren 
-erepartekers of Hirgumaciſion, \Yea further, though themſelves 
- were ſometmes kept f.om the Lords Supper {the Paſſeover) for 
ſome or other unclcanneſs,yct that debarred nor their thildren from 
: | i no Circumciſion, 


Po 


to tLe Chriſtian Reader. 
Cireumciſion. Againſt this may it not ſeem vain to ſtind upon A * 
diffcrence between the Church of Iſtael and our Churches of the 
New-Teftament — For the ſame Covenant which God made with 
the National Church of 11r:el and their ſeed, it isthe very fame for 
ſubſtance, and none other, which the Lord makes with any Congre- 
gitional Churcb,and our ſeed. © ary 9'® of Accommodation and Come 
munion of Presbyt, and Congreyai. Churches, And he ſame for ſub- 
flance wi h thoſe © reries, was delrveredby him in 12, Propoſitions, as 
Ar. Tho: Allen wuneſſeth in Epiſt, to the Reader before Trea"s of Ce- 
penant and thoſe Queries. Now in the $ of thoſe Propoſitiom he 
bath theſe wo ds : The children of Church-members with us thougtr 
baptized in their infancy, yet when they come to age they are not re- 
ceived to the Lords Supper, nor admitted to f:llowſhip of Voting 
in Admiſſions, Eleions, Cenſures, till they come to profelgthei 
Faith and Repenrance, and tolay hol. of the Covenant cf their pa- 
rents before the Church; and yet they being not caſt out of the 
Church, nor from the Covenant thereof, their Qhildren as well as 
themſelves being within the Coyenant, they naay be partakers of the 
firſt Seal of the Coyenant. Laſtly, ſpeaking to that Objettion, That 
the Bapti{m of Infants overthrows and deſtroys the Body of Chriſt, 
the holy Temple of God; and that in time it will come to conſilt 
of natural and carnal Members, and the power of Government reſt 
inthe hands of the wicked. He Anſwers, Tl at this puts a fear 
where no fear is, or a Cauſlcſs fear, And in proſecation of His Anſwer 
he hath theſe words ; Let the Primitive Pcatife be reftored to its 
purity, (vi7,that due care be taken of baptized members of the Church 
for tzeir fitting for the Lords T able) and then tlere will be no 
more f.ar of peſtering Churches with a carnal generation of mem- 
bers baptizedin their infancy, then of admitting & carnal company 
of hypocrites confelling their Faith and Repentance in the face cf 
the Congregation. Either the Lordin the faitbfulneſs of his Co- 
yenant will fan&tifie the hearts of the baptized Infants ru prepare 
them fr his Table, orelſe he will diſcoyer their hypocrifie and pro- 
finencſsin the preſence of bis Church before men and Angels, and 
To prevent the pollution of the Lords Table, and corruption of tbe 
Diſcipline of the Church dy theic partaking in them. GOrownds and 
Ends of Baptiſm, ce P. 161,163, See alſo Holmeſs of Churck- 
Pp member, 


The Preface 
_—_— 41,41,56,57,63,87. Bloody Tenent waſted, p.44,78. 

Mr.Hooker ſab, Suppoſe a whole Congregation ſhould conſiſt 
of ſuch who were children to Parents now deceaſed who were con» 
federace. their childre were true members according to tie Riles 
of the Goſpel, by the profeſſion of their fathers Coyenant, though 
they ſhould not make any perfonal and yecal expreſſion cf their en- 
gagement as the fathers did. Survey, part Tn. P- 48, Again, We 
maintain according to truth,that the belieying parent covenants and 
corfeſſerh for himſelf and his poſterity, and this covenanting then 
and now is the ſame fur the kinde of it. Part 3s po 25+ Sec Pel7, 
18, & part 1. p.69,76,77. Andi the I reface, fetrmg down ſurdry 
thmgs, wkerem be conſents with Mr. R. he exprejſeihil s for one, thit 
Infants of viſible Churches born of wicked parents, being members 
of the Church, ought to be baptized. Inchele ( /:114 4c) and ſeyeral 
Ot:er Particulars, we Fally accord with Mr. &, And Part 3. p11, 
It is notthen the Queftiun, whether wicked members while-they are 
tolerated fi..fally in tNe Gburch they and their children way partake 
of the Privilcdg:$? forthis is beyond queſtion, nor dol know, nor 
yet ever heard ie denied by any of ours. 

Mr. Philips, ſpeaking of a people made partakers of Gods Cove» 
nant, and all the priviledges outwardly belonging thereto, h: faith, 
Themſclves and all that ever proceed from them,continue in the ſame 
ſtace, pareiits and ch.[dren fucceſlively, ſo Jong as the Lord continues 
the courſe of his Diſpenſation; nos can any alteration befal! them, 
whereby. tbiseſtate is diſſulyed, but ſore apparem at of God break- 
ing them off from him. R:ply, p.126. 19am, ſpeaking of that Hi- 
lieſ', 1 Cor.7.14. ke _ ] take it of faxderal holineſs, whereby 
the children are with the believing parents taken by God to be his, 
and by him purunder his coyenant, and ſo they continue when men 
of yearsthough they never | ave any furthergrace wrought in them, 
nor have any other ſtate upon them, then what they had when they 
were born. /b:4.p 131. Again, a company becorre or are a Church, 
cicher by conve; ſion ond initial conſtitution, or by continuance « f 
the ſaq;c conſtiturcd Churches luccerlyely by propagation of m:em- 
bers, wbo all ace born in tie Church-ſtate, and under the covenant 
of God, and belung unto the Church,and are a Church ſuccclively 
{os long as God ſhall continue his beonn d fpenſationzeyen as well & 
25 ſuuy a; the full, Ibid. Pat 45s Mr, 


fo the Chrifrtian Reader. 
Aſr. Shepard in Defence of the Vine Poſuions, p 143» bath tha © 

Ex eſſton, C oncerning the Infants of Church-members,they are ſab- 
wy ro Cenſures wh-nloeyer they offend the Church, as others are, 
though ſ. long asthey liye ivnoccntly they need them not. And m 
the year 1649. not three monehs before Lis Degthohe wras uno a friend 
alarge Letter ( yet exiam ntder bis onn Hand) concerning the 41en- 
berſp of Children, wherein be proveth by ſundry Arguments that they 
are Members, and anſwererh [ni14ry Objefions agamſt it, and ſhengrs 
at large what preat good tkere is in Qhildcen's Memberſhip. In 
which Diſcourſes he aferteth, T hat as they are Members in Their in- 
fancy, ſo they continue Members when they are grown up, till far 
their wickedneſs they be caſt out ; and that they being Members, 
their ſeed ſuccclively are Members alſo, uotil by Diffolution or Ex- 
con Mm nication they be unthurched : Thatthough they are Mem- 
bers, it follows not that they muſt come to the Lords Supper, b t 
they muſt fi:it appear able to examine themſelves, anddiſcernthe 
Lords Body : Thac the thildcen of godly parents, though they do 
no: manifcſt faith in the Goſpel, yet they are to be accounted of 
God Chucch, until they poſitively reje& the Goſpel, Kom,1 1. That 
this Memberſhip of thildren hath no tendency in it to pollute the 
Chirch, no more then in the Old Teſtament, but is a means rather 
cf the contrary ; And that there is as n:uch danger (if not more) 
of the degener ating and apoſtatizing of Churches gathered of pro» 
f-iſing Bclievers, as of thoſe that riſe our of the ſeed of ſuch, 
7, Prudden in a Le:ter ro a friend wruten mm the year 165 1. doth 
plaml, expreſs it to be his judgement, That the hildren of Church- 
members, are Members, and ſo bave right to bavye their Qhildren 
baptized thoughthemſelyes be not yet admitted tothe Lords Supper. 


His words are theſe : Touching the delire of ſeach Members children as defire to 
have their children baptized, it is 3 thing that I do nor yet hear practiſed in any of our 
Sea g- But tur my own part, I an incliaed to think, that it cannot juſtly be denied, 
ecaule their next Parents (however not .dnitted to the Lords Supper) hand as compleat 
Nembers ot tie Church, within the Ci.urch Govenant, and ſo acknowledged that they 
myhe have rivl:t to Baptiim © Now they being in Covenant, and ſtanding Mer bers, their 
Citi are nalioare Members by virtue of their Parents Covenant and Memberthip, as well 
a5 they theinlelves wer: by virtue of their Carents Covenant and Memberthip 3 And they 
have not renounced t!.ut Covenant, nor are juſtly cenſured for breach of that Cuve- 
Nant, but dv own it and protels it, a1d by virtue of it claim the priviledge nf jtto their 
Childrea, Ther te Jiirs this bs » *rpunent 1:1'0 /orm 'thus : Thole Cl.ildren who are withia 
tHe Cove rant the C:uch, and {» Menbe s of it, B:ypiifm cannot be dznied anto. But 
TeCngrovin que'cton are Withiy the Cuy. nin ot the Church, and fo Members of it. 
T teret .:e Buptian cannvt be Jon's d wnto them. The Aſſumption is prov.d thus: The 
. S 2 Chiuldren 


The Preface 


Chfidren of ſurh Parents 2s are within the Covenant of the Church, and ſa Members of 


the Church, are themſcives withia the Coveoant cf the Church, and fo Mcmters ot it, 
Idren of ſuch Parents as arc in Covenant, and {9 


Bag the Children in queſtion are Chi ant, 
of the Chuteh, « Therefore they are ſo themſelves, The Propokition is Clear, 


becauſe the Parents Covenant for themielves, and for their Children, Dez. 29. 10,—16, 
Exch,16.8,13, And God sccepts both, Gen.17.12,13. the whole Nation is fadezally 
'Exra 9.2. they are expr | gy to be in Covenant with their fathers, Det 29. not 


partly or partially in Covenant, Rem-9.334- AGs 2.39. and God ſtyles bimiclt their God 
as well as their N , Oon-22:9 869. and to have Goa ro be our God, is to be in com- 


Chugch»s Covenant with him. The Aflumprion is evident, becauſe eltc ſuch their Pa- 
refts had not had right to Baptiſm the Seal of the Covenant,but that they had right unto, 
a bo received it 3 and the {ame right that they had, their Children have, who are in- 
claded is their Covenant, as they were in their fathers —_— and are not leſs truely or 
tis compl-atly in Covenant. : 


Laſtly, (to adde no moy;) Mr. Nath, Rogers, ina Letter to 4 


Priend, bearing date 18, 11, 16 52. hath theſe words : Tothe Queſtion 
- cancerning the Children or Church-members, I have nothing to oppoſe, and I wonder 
y.ould deny them to be Members. They are Members :n cenſu Eul!cfraftice 3 God io 
s thend, the Chutch is ſo to account of them : And when they are alt etat:1,though 
beving done no perſonal aft, yet arc 10 be io Charity judecd Members (ill, and till 
Afrer dag calling upon, they (ha!) rerule or neg le to acknowledge and own the Covenant 
of their Parents, 2nd profeſs their belief of, and fubjeion to the contents thereof 
| Seq 1 confeſy I account it our great default, that we have made NO more rl 
itinQion between thele and others, that they have been no more attended, as the Jabs 
6f the Flackof Chriſt : and whether it be nat the caule of the corguption ard woctul de- 
$4ion of our gouth, di/quiri permittions ; 

.. So that u was the judgement of theſe Worthies m their ume, that the 
children of Church-members are members of the Church as well as their 
frrrenti,and do nat ceaſe tobe member: by becoming adult, but do ſi1l! core 
ginwe inthe Church, untillin ſome way of God they be caſt out ; and that 
they. are ſubjett ro Church-diſcipline, even as other members, and may 
hay their children baprized before themſelves be received 10 the Lords 


. and yet that m ths Way thee 85 016 tendency ro the corrupting 


_ of the Church by mnwortky member, or of the Ordinances by unworthy 


pariakeris, Andin the Synod heid at Cambridge in 1be year 1648, 
1b4t particultr point of Baptizing the children of ſuch as were adn,uted 
members in mwmority, but nt yet m frll communion, was wſcrted in ſome 
-of the draughts that were prepared fer that Aſemblj, and was then dt- 
Buted and confirmed by the hike Arguments as we now uſe, and was gone 
ir 4lly conſented to ;. thungh becauſe ſome few diſſentedgand there was not the 
like urgency of occaſion for" preſent prattiſe , it was not thin pret in10 the 
'Blatform 1h.ct was afeer Pr.nted. We need not ention the Mecting 
- of Elders az Boſton «pon the Call of the Honored Court m tv year 
' IG57. where in Anſwer to X XI, Queſtions, ſince Printed, 1/15 Point 
Js partinlarly aſſerted, By ll which it appear”, that theſe ure nat 


d 


things Liiely deviſed, or lefore unhcard-17, nor £9 try jig bectnſine 
NJ 


ro the Cit..Han Reader, | ' 


#t Innovations or Declenſions from rhe received Dottrime in NeW- 2 
England. 4: « true, that m the beguming of theſe Plantations, and the 
Infancy of theſe Churches there was not [6 much ſaid tonching theſe _— 
a; there hath been ſince ; and the reaſon 1s, Becauſe then there was natt 
like occaſion as ſmce hath been : Few children of Church- members being 
then adult, at leaſt few that were then married, and had children, Ac- 
cordingly, when a © ceſtion was put about the priviledged of Members 
chuldren, when come to years, theſe Churches then haying been but of few 
years ſtanding, our Anſwer was, T hat by reaſon of the Infancy of theſe 
Courcher, we had then had no occaſion to determme what to judge or pra- 
(iſe in that matter, Anſwer to. the 5**-and 6'*- of 32, Queſtions: 
which may ſatisfie as the Reaſon why un our firſt beginnings there was no 
more (aid touching theſe Queſtions. But afierwards, when there was more 
cauſe for ut, many of the Elders m theſe Churches, both ſuch a1 are naw 
living, and ſundry who are now deceaſed, did declare their judgements 
4s 1foreſaid, and this many years ag!s | 
Secondly, Tuuching Conſociation of Charch e', rake theſe faw Te- 
ftimonier, m ſtead of many more that might b* alledged. n 
Ar. Cotton, Keyes,P.54,55.It isaſafe and whollomeand boly, 
Ocdinance of Chriſt, for particular Churckies to joyn togetber in 
boly Covenant,or Communion & Conſociation among themſelves, 
to adminiſter all their Chucch-affairs (which are of weighty, and 
difficult and common concernment)not without: common conſulta- 
tion and conſent of other Churches about them, 473d how ut # ſo, 
he there ſhene hin All the particulars, See alſo P+2425,47 59+ 
Mr. Hooker, Survey, ſec part 4. p.1,2. & P-45» Aud m the Pre- 
face he profe)ſeth his conſent with ſr. R. That Conſociation of Chus- 
ches is not only lawful, but in ſome caſes neceſſary. That when cauſes: 
are dithiculr,and particular Churches want light and help they ſhould 
crave the aſſiſtance of ſach a. Coaſociation. That Churches fo 
mecting baye right to Counſel, Rebuke,”>c. as the caſe doth require. 
An{ in calc any particular Church ſhall walk pertinacioufly, either 
in the prof. tit.n f Errour or finful PraRiſe, and will not hear their 
coun'cl, they may Þnd ſhould renounce the right hand of fellowſhip 
with them, Arndcijier ke ſets aoyen 144;8 of Conſociatic n of Churches - 
amonyt other thimos, wheres Ee had leave to ptofeſ, the joynt Judge- 
ment «f {2} the Ellers upon the River 3 of New-v.4veny Ou ford, 
dl dferay St: a'jordy £411 ficvuy and 14ſt of the Exderi inthe Bay. &y 
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* which © & char, thatthss point of Conſociation of Churchet 15 uo new in- 
vention of theſt times, but was ranght and profeſſed mNew-Ergland 
nuany years agoe, Jor ſou was we ſeen Mr. Hooker'; ume, ana i & 
ndw eboye fifiten years ſince be departed thus tife. 

' To theſe of our own Mwiſters, we ſhall only adds a paſſage im the 
Apdlogttical Narration of Dr. Goodwyn, Mr. Nye, 417. Sidrach 
- SimPlon, fr, Burroughcs, and Afr. Bridge ; where, beſides mach 
wort tb this par poſe, towchimng the Remetly provided in the Congregational- 
way for-mal- Hdminſiretions,or other mycarriages in Churches, P.16 — 
— 2I. They ſet it down'(m p.23 .) ut their paſt ans preſent Profeſſ1on, 
Thiat it the moſt to be abborred Maxime that any Religion hath 
. Ever thiade of, and therefore of all otherthe moſtcontradi- 
Story ind diſhonourableunto chat of Chriſtianity. that a fingle and 
{rular Society of men, profcfſing the Name of Chriſt, and p:e- 
tobe endowed with x Powerfrom Chriſt, to judge them 
that are ofthe ſame Bcdy and Society within themſc Ives, ſhould 
further arrogate unto themſelyes an exemprion fromgivivg account, 
. Or being cenfarable by any other, cicher Chriſtian Magiſtrate aboye 
chem, or Neighbour-Chburches abbur chem, Ser a!/o Mr4Burroughcs 

, Hearr-Divif. 'pag 43,47» | 
Brethren, bear with us : Wert it for ony own: Saker, or Namergor [r:- 
. tereſts, we 'ſhoutdn:t be ſchicuons to beg (harity of you. Withmiltis a 
finall thing to be judged of man's day. But :t #5 for your ſakes, for 
your chilttren's ſake; and forthe Lova's ſake, that we intreat fur a tha- 
_ Titable, candid, and cimfiterate Acceptation of ownr labour herein, 1t ts 
chat the Congregttions of the Lord mrght be eſtabliſhed before Him wy 
Truth and Peace, ard that they might have one heart and one Way m 
, the fear of God, fortbe good of them and of their children after 
'them, Dowe harem feek twr ſelves ? our own advantage, eaſe or glory ? 
Surely we feel the contrary What wu it we deſire, but that we might do 
orr wtmaſ} to tarty your poor Childrento Heaven ; and that we might ſee 
theſe Churches bound wp together in the Ponds of Truth and Peace * F or- 
, £ive us this wrong But ſhonld the Churck-caucation of your c hildren 
be by the want of your he arty comarrence, rendred either unje1J1b c ey 11 
eff: ftual; Rould they live as Lambs in alarge place, for want «f your 
agreement to own them of theFlock, we beſeecn you ro conſidey how un- 
. comfer:abl: the account hereof would be another diy . Vc pray wrh the 
Alpeſiie, that you do no evil, not that we ſhould appear : Rs. 
| tit 


to the Chriftian Reader, —- 


bat that you ſhould do that which is good and right, though we be 


rejeRed. For we can do nothing apainit the trutb, bur for the truth ; 
and this alſo we wiſh, even your perieRtion, 2 (ore 13. 78,9. Hoy- 


ever, we bope aſter-ages will bear witneſs, tbat we have beep th ſome 


meaſure fathfulrs the Truth in theſe things, and tothys part of Chrifts 
K ingdome alſo m 0ur generations 

But we may not let paſs thus opportunity, without a word of Cantion 
and E «hortation to the Youth of the Country, the Qhildren of ozer Chur- 
che, whoſe Imereſi we have hexe aſſerted. Be not you puffed up with Pri- 
piledges, bat humbled rather, in the awful ſenſe of the Engagen.ent, Duty 
and Danger rh:tt doth attend them : 11 is an bigh f.vour 15 4-216 a place 
in Bethel, in the houſe of God, and intbe gate of Heaven ; but :t i a 
Dreadful place : God will be fanftified av all+hareome nighbim. A 
place nigh unto God (wr among bu people who are near tO him,Pl. 148. 14) 
#5 a place of gre. t fear, Pla.89.7. Take heed (vereforewnto your ſo'ves, 
when owned a: the people of the Lord your God, (De»127.9,10.) 
leſt there ſhould be among you &ny root that beareth gall and worm- 


wood. Take heed that you dorot nv-b a ſpirit of pride and baugormeſs, | 


or of vanity and-fhy hrneſs ,euber challenge or uſe any of your Provileager. 
Think no tobear the Name of Chriflians, without bearing the Toke of 
Chrifl, Remember, that all Relation; 18 God andto his people, do cone 
loaden with Dirty ; and al Goſpel-duty muſt be done in humility. The 
wayes of the Lord are right, and 85: humble aud ſeries ſhall walk m 
therr, but proxd Tranſpreſſors ſhall fall chcrem. Be not{ogs of Belial, 
that can bear no yoke: Learn ſub; lun to (hriſit koly Governwaau wm all 
the parts ard ayes thereof. Be ſubjelt to your godly Parents : Be ſub;ett 
ro you r Sbrunal Fathers and Pajlors, and to all ther ;nſtruttions, c4d- 
monitions and E xhortattens : Be ſabjeft unto fauhfut Brethren, and to 


words of conrſel and help from them : Ye younger, ſubmit your ſelves | 


anto the elder ; ond 10-rhat end, be clothed wah humility, Lye av* 


der the Word and Will of Chr ft, as dijpenſed and conveyed to you by all 
his .appoin'ed Inſir ame ts in tre-r refpetiive plices, Break not in upon 


the Lyris Te&ble (ur npor the Pri wiledges of ſult (t cmmunin.) witho.t - 


aue qnAiitication, and er derly admin thrrewnto,: {fl 108 cat.8nd 
drink your own damnation Be ordered,and take not u941 you to or- 
der the aff. sr5 of Guds Family ; that ts nyt the rlace ef thoſe whe ate 
yerbit .u the ftateof Imitiot en and tencatios m the ( h rch of G4ds 


Carry 1t 3a all thn.s wth 4 Fþu of humility, mod fly, ſobruty and 
fe. 


- 
« 


\ 
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fear, that avy ſokles may not yeep mm ſecret for your pride , «nd that God 


' -9ay #0: reliſt & rejeR you as a generation of his wrath. Oh that the 
Lord werdd por ont a 5þurut of Hum: liation C3 Repentance upon all 1 he 


younger ſort w the Gauntr »( yea C7 upon elder too, for our vegletts) from 
.Dan+y Beerſheba 1 0b —_ — meet &t him, 1.40 - 
hy Canaanues of unſubdued, yea grow corruptions ae found among t%: 
At it not be ſaid, t hat when the firſl & beſt generation 11 New- England 
were gathered to their fathers , there = another generation aftcr 
them that knew not the Lord. Zebold, the Lord bad a delight in your 
Fatheesto love them, and he hath choſen you their ſeed afcer them, 10 
enjoy theſe Liberties & Opportunities,as it ts this day : Circumcile there- 
fore the fore-skin of your hearts, and be no more ſtiff-necked, but 
yield your ſelves tothe Lord,and ro the Order of His SanQtuary)'s ſeek. 
b1m,and wait on him mall bis wayes with holy fear andtremb.mg : for the 
Lord your God ts gracions and merciful, and will not turn away hu face 
from you, sf you return unto him ; if you ſeek him he will be foundof you, 
bat if. you forſake him, he will caſt you off for evers 

We (ball conclude, when we have given the Reader a ſhort account of the 
Work enſuing. The Propoſitions m Auſwcr to the firſt Queſtion, were 
( fter much asſcuſſion and conſideration from the Word of Goa) Voted and 
(oncluded by the Afſembly in the particu}ar tern $ 45 they are bere expre/* 


| ſed. The Arguments then uſed foy therr Confirmation, being drawn np 


ty ſome depured therenntogafier they had been ſeveral umes read and cor; 
fidcred wm the Aſſembly, were Voted and Conſented toy as to the ſumne 
and ſubſtance hereof, The Anſwer 10 the ſecond Queſtion #5 here given 
wih great brevuy, partly becanſe ſo muth walready ſaid ther i-about mm 
the foreſaid Platform of Diſcipline, and partly by realon of great ſtraits 
. of time: But what ts here preſented was the joynt concluſion of te S3- 
nad. eA Preface was defred by the eAſſembly to be prefixed by ſome 
appointed therennto, which us bare accordingly by them per formed. 

Now the Godof truth & peace pride us & all his people imthe waye'y”7 
gre ns the fruits thereof; help ns to feed his flock, and k45 lambs,(7 tobe ted 
by hum 45 the ſheep of tis paſt ure,that when the chief-Shepherd ſhall ap- 


; Peargve may receive togerher a Crown of glory that fadcrh nor away, 


'O& way entcr unto the joy of our Lordgas thoſe that bgue neuther deſpiſed his 
« lixtle anes,vor denied to be our Brother's keeper: But having faith jrilly en 
devenredto promote the comtmuatuon of kis K mgdomy& Communion of kts 


'þ2ople;ymmay Refl & Reign with all Saints in the kingdom of k1s glory. Unto 


whom be glory inthe Church by Chriſt Jeſus throughout all ages 
world without end, 
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OFTHE ELDERS a4xD orrHer 
MESSENGERS 


of the Churches, aſſembled at Boſton 
in ine Tear 1662, 


| ST Wo 
Tie Queſtions Propounded to them by ORDER of the 
Honoured GENERAL COURT. 


Queſt, 1, 47 0 are the Swbjefts of Baptiſn.? 
47 d be Anſwer may be given in the fol- 
LAS ; lowing propoſitions, briefly confirmed 
Sf» from the Scriptures. 
I They that according to Scriptare , are Members of the 
Viſible Church, are the ſubjefls of Baptiſme. 

2 The Members of the Viſible Church according to ſcrip- 
tare gre Confederate vifible Believers, mn particular Chnrch- 
er, and therr infunt-ſeed, i. &. chilaren w minurity, whaſe 
next parents, one or both, are m Covenant, 

3 The Infani-ſeed of confederate viſible Believers , are 
members of the ſame Church with their parents , and when 
grown up, are perſonally under the watch, diſcipline and Ge- 
vernment of that Church, 

4 Theſe Adult perſons, are not therefore to be admitted 


C0 fi ail Capim: 11101 » meerly becawſe they ars and continue 
B memters 


| [3] 
” members, without ſuch further qualifications, a: the Word of 
Gol requireth therantos 
Church-members who were admitted in minority , und:r- 
ſtand ng the Di{trins of Faith , aud publickly profeſſing theiy 
aſſent thereto; not ſcandalous in life , and ſo.emnly owning 
| the Covenant before the Charch, wherin they give up themſelves 
. and their children to the Lord , and ſ4bjett themſelves to the 
Government of Chrift m the Church , their chuldren are to be 
Bapt{cd. 

6 Snch Church-members who either by death,nr ſome other 
extraordinary Providence, have been inevitably hindred from 
publick, afling 4s aforeſaid, yet have given the Church cauſe 
in judgment of charity , to look at them as ſoqualified , and 
ſuch as had they. been. called thereunto, wontd have ſo atled , 
their children are tobe Baptiſed, 

7 The members of Ort90dox Churches, being ſ,und in the 
Faith, andnot ſcandalous in life, and preſenting due teſImw 
ny theres} ; theſe, occaſionally. commyng from one Church to 
another , may have their children Baptiſed in the charch 
whith:r they come, by virtmue of exmunion of charches : 
but if they remove their habitation, they ought orderly to c0- 
venant and. ſubjeft themſelves to the Government «f Chriſt 

' #n the charch where they ſettle their abode , and ſo their 
ch/den to be Baptiſed, It being the churches duty to 
receive ſuch anto COMMUNION , ſo fary K they are regular 


ty fir for the ſame, 


The Confirmation of theſe Propofitions from the Scripture 
followeth, 


; Pr opoſition Firfts 
: They that according to Scripture are members of the vijible 
Church, are the ſutj:il1 of Baptiſme, 


The trueth hereof may appear by the following evidences 
from the word of God. y agpane'sy Em 


1. When Chriſtſaith, Go ye therefore and teach, or (as 
fl the Greek. is) diſcip/e:ul{ N ations, Bapri/ing them , Af ate28.19 
| he 


[3] 
he expreſſeth the adequate ſubje& of Baptiſme, to be d/cip/er, 
or d:/c:pled ones, But diſciples there is tke ſame with avembers of 
the viſible comreh : 

For the viſible Churchis.Chriſts ſch-0/, wherein all the mem- 
bers ſtand related and ſubjeed to bim , as tbeir Maſter and 
Teather, and ſo are bis /cholars or <p , and under his 
teathing, as verſe 20, Andit is that vi 
of Chriſt, whicb he there from his Kingly power, cer: 18, ſend- 
ech them to ſer upand adminiſterin vcr: 19. the ſubjeQs where- 
of are under bis Lawes and Governmeat: verſe 20, Which 
{.bjeRs (or members of that Kingdome :, e. of the viſible Qhurch) 
are termed diſciples verſe 19, Alſo inthe Acts of the Apoſtles 
(the ſtory of their accompliſhment of that commiſſion) diſciples 
are uſually put for members of the wifitle charc5: eAtts 1.15 In 
the mids «f the diſciples: who with others added torkem, are 
Called rhe courchy Atts 2:47 : The members whereof are again 
called diſciples , Ads 6*1,2, Atts 9;1t,--—- againſt the diſ- 
ciples of the Lord, i.e apainft the church of Gods, 1 Cor.15 9 
Gal,1.13 Atts 9 26 He aſſayed to j;yn himſelf to the diſ- 
cipless, The diſciples at Lyſira, Icom and «Antuch, AQs 14 
21.22 are called the church in each of thoſe places <erſe 23 
So the church verſe 27 the diſc.ples verſe 28. AQts 18.22 the 
e£-14rch at (eſarea; Ads 21.16 the dſciples ef Ceſare.: So AQs 
18'23 With chap, 15.41. and Gall.2. AQs 18.27 and 
c/4p.20 1 With 2er,e 17.28. From all which it «ppeareth 
that 4/ciples in Mat.28.19 and members of the wiſible comet , 
are termes equiyalent : and diſciples being there by Chriſt bim- 
ſclfe made the ſubjeAs of Baptiſm, it follows that the members 
of the vilible Churth are the ſubjects of bapriſme, = 

2. Baptiſm is the ſeal of firft entrance or admiſſion me0 the 
viſible courch ; as appearetb from thoſe texts n Cor: 12:13, 
Ba; tiſed into one body, i E, Qur entrance into the body or Ehurch 
of Chriſt, is ſealed by Baptiſme : and Rem; 6 3,5 (74443:27, 
where it is ſhewed that Baptiſme is the Sacrament of wmen or 
of m9 aft:ng into Chriſt the head, and conſequently into the 
Church bis body &from the Apoſtles coſtant practiſe in bapriſing 

B z perſons 
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perſons upon their firſt comming in, or firſt giving up themſelves 
ro the Lord and them. 4:1-8.12. & 16.15,33. & 18.8. and 
in A 2.41,42 . they were baptized at their firſt addy tothe 
thurfh, or admiſſion into the Apoſtles fellowſhip, wherin they at- 
terward continued. And from its anſwering unto circunt- 
cilion , which was a ſeal of initiation or admiſlion into the 
Gurth; Hence it belongs toall and onely thoſe that are 
entredinto, that are within, cr that are members of the yiſible 
3» They that according to Scripture are members of the viſ;> 

Ble Churib, they are in Corevant. For it is the Covenant that 
conttituterh the Churth, D-«r 29. 12,13. They muſt enter ;* 
70 covenant, that they might be eſtabliſhed 1he perp e or Churth of 
God, Now the initiatory ſeal is affixed to the Covenant 
andappointed to run paralle} therewith, Gen. 17.7, 9,10, IIs 
fo circumciſion was : and hence called the covenant Gen, 17. 13. 
Acts 7.8. and ſo Baptiſme is, bring in like manner annexed to 
the promiſe or Covenant, Acts 2.38,39: and being the ſeal thar 
anſwereth to circumciſion ; Co/: 2. 11, 12, 

4+ Chriſt doth Santtifie and cleanſe the Church by the waſhing 
of water,ie,by Baptiſme Eph. 5.25.26 Thereforethe who!e Churth 
and ſo all the members thereof ( who are alſo ſaid in Scripture to 
be Santlified im Coriſft Peſus, k Cor:1,2. ) are the ſubjeas of Bape 
tiſme- And although it isthe mvj1b/e ch: r:b,unto the ſpiritual 
andeternall good whereof, this and all other Ordinances laſtly 
dave reſpe& , and which the place mentioned in Eph:5. way in a 
ſpecial mafier look. unto,yer it is the viſible Church that is. the 
next and immediate fubje&t of the adminiſtration thereof. 
For the ſubje&R of viſible external ordinances to be adminiſtred 
by men , muſt needs be viſible. And fo the Apoſtles Baptized 
ſundry perſons, who were of the viſible, bur not of the inviſible 
Churth, as Simon Magus, Ananias and Sapphira, and others, 
And ttcſe are vifibly 2: chaſed and Santt:tied by. the bloud of 
Chriſt, the Bloud of the covenant, Acts 2.28. Heb 10.29, There- 
fore the viſible ſeal of the covenant and of cleanſmg by Ctriſts 


blaud belongs to them. 
5- The 
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F. Tot Circumciſiom itoften pat for the whole Zewiſh Chanch 
or for the members of rhe 1/ible Church under the Old T eſtament. 
Thoſe within are expreſſed by { the circumciſed] ard thoſe 
Without by | the wncurcumciſed, | Rom: 15. 8. & 3.30. Eph: 2, 
11, /udg:14. 3. &15.18.1San:14.6 R19.26,16.7er 9,25,26s 
Hence by prop« rtion Baptiſme(whichis our Goſpel circumciſion, 
Col:2.11.12+) belongs to the whole viſible Church under the 
new Tcſtament, AQual and perſonal circumciſion was in- 
deed proper to the males of old, females being bur incluſively and 
virtually circumciſed, and ſo counted of the circumciſion : but the 
Lord bath taken away that difference now,and appointed Bap- 
tiſme to be perſ.,nally applied to- both ſexes: 8 :8. 12. & I6. 
I5. Gal: 3 2$, So that every particular member of the viſible 
Church :s now a ſubjeR of Baptiſme, We conclude therefore 
that Baptiſine pertaines to-the whole viſible CkurEh, and to- all 
and eyery one therein, and tono other. 


Propoſition 24. 


The meml ers of the viſible Church according to Scripture, are confe- 
derate yi{icle behet ers,n pas ticular Churc res,and ther mfant-ſees,i,e, 
chilaren m mmorit), whoſe next parents, one or baih, are in Couc- 
nant, 

Sumdry particulars are compriſed in this propoſition, whith 
wee may Confider and confirme d:ſtinaly. 

Adult perſons who are n:embers of the viſcble Church, ere by;Partiie: Is 
ruls confedera'e viſible beleevers: Afts: Fe 14s believers were ad- | 
dedin the Lud Thebeluving Corinthians were members of 
the Chu:Eh there A&s 18:8 with 1 Cor I, 2, & 12, 27, The 
in{criptions of the Epiſtles written to Churches, and calling the 
members thereof $2 nts, and f.1:thfwll, ſh2w the ſame thing, Eph 
1.1. Phi 1.t,.C:l,te2. And that confederation, r, e. covenant- - 
ing explicite or implicite, | rhe latter preſeryeth the efſ-nce of 
confederation t} ec former is duery and met defireable ) isneceſ- 
ſary to make ove a membor ofthe viſible Churth, appears. 1. Be- 
caule the Cimth is conflitited by Corznanc : for there is 
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berween Chriſt and the Churth the mutu2ll engagement and re- 
lationof King and fubje&s, bu-band and ſpouſe; this canndr be 
but by Covenant ( internall, i you ſpeak of the inviſible CbuiTh, 
.excernal ofthe viſible ) a hucth is a company thar can ſay, God 
is our God and we are his people, this is from the covenant be- 


. tween God and them, Z21»2 29, 12,13, £Jek: 16,8, 3. The 


Ebarthof tteold Teſtament was the Ghurth of Gud by cor enant 
Ga:17, Dew: 29 and was reformed ſtill by renewing of the Cove- 
nant 2chrow 15,12 -& 23,16: & 34,31 32: Nek: 9 38: Now 
the thurthes of the Gentiles under the new Teſtament ſtand up- 
00 the ſame baſis or ror with the Churth of the Old Teſtament,8& 
therefore are conſtituted by Covenant, as that was Rom: 11+ 17+ 
18. Epb: 2 11, 12,19 & 3:6, Heb: $8: 10, 3. Baptiſme cntcrs 
xs into the Cburth Sacramentally, i, e, by ſealing the Covenant. 
The Covenant therefore is that whifh conſtitutes the Chur&h and 


inferrs memberſhip, and is the Yow in Bap:1ſme commonly ſpo- 


ken of. 

The member of the viſible Charch are ſuch as are confederate in 
Particuler Churcbes. Tt may be minded that we are here ſpeak- 
ing of Members ſo ſtated in the viſible Churt, as that they are 
SubxeRs to whom Churth ordinances way regularly be 2dmini- 
ſtred, and that according to ordivary diſpenſation. For were it 
graunted that /be Apoſiicy and Evyangehſts did ſometimes Baptize 
luth, as were not Members of any Particular Cbu:th, yet their 
extraprdinz1y office, large Power and commiſſion renders them 
Not imitable therein by ordinary Officers, For then they might 
Baptize in private without the preſence of a Chriſtian aſſemblie, 
as Philip did the Exyuch, PButtbat in ordinary diſpenſation 


the Members of the viſible Church according to Scripture, are 


Tufh as are Members of ſome particular Churth, appeares, 1. Be- 
cauſe the viſible belecyer that profeſſedly Covenants with God, 
doth therein give up himſelfe to wait on God in all his ordinances. 
Dem 26: 17,18. Hath:28,19,20, But all the Ordinances of God 
are to be enjoyedonely io a particular Churth. For how often 
do we find inthe Scripture that they came ropether into one place 
(or met as a conggegational particular Cku;th) for the obſer 


vation aad enjoyment of the Ordinances. A&: 2:1, 44, 46s 


EF1 ; 

& 4,31: & 11.26, & 20:7. 1Ccr 5: 4.8 11.18, 20: 3 
& 14: 23, 2, The Apollle in bis Epiſtles writing 
ko Sain's or Beleeter:, writes to them as in particular Charche!e 
x Cor Tt: 2« Eph: Tet, Phil: 4ols Col.1.2o And whenthe ſtory of. 
the Acts ſpeakes of Diſciples other places ſhew thatthoſe are an- 
derſtood t9 be {embers of parnicnl.r Chnrhes, Atts 18. 23. with 
Gal: 1: 2. Att; 21 16. wh Chap 18: 22* Aft: 41.26, © 14: 22, 
2327,28, All whith ſhewes thar the Scripture acknovledgeth 
no ſettled orderly eſtate of viſible beleevers in Covenant with 
Gcd, bat onely in particular Churfhes. 3- The members of - 
the viſible Churth are Diſciples,as was above cleared : now Diſc 
les are under Dſc:pline and liable to Churth-cenſures : for they 
are ſtated ſubjeAs of Chriſts Laws and Government, A ar: 28. 
19,20, but Churth Government and cenſures are extant now in 
ordinaty diſpenſation, onely in a particular Churth. Afar 18. 


17.1 Co: $4. | | 
The Infani-ſeedf confederate viſible beleevers are alſs members Partic: Jo 
of the wiſible Church, The truth of this is evident from the 
Scriptures and reaſons following. 
I The covenant of Abraham as tothe ſubſtance thereof, viz, that Argum: 3 
whereby God declares himſelfe to be the God of the fauthfull &tieir ſeed, 
' Gen:17.7, continues under the Goſpel , as appears. » Becauſe the 
Beleeving inthurthed Gentiles under the ftw Tefſtament,do ſtand 
upon the ſame root of covenanting H4braham;whith the 7-wes were 
broken off from, Rim 11,16,17 18. 2 Becauſe Abraham in regard 
of that C ovenant was made a Father of many nations, Gent 7+43F+ 
even of Gentiles as well as Jewes, under New-Teſtament as well 
as Old, Rom: 4.16 17. Ga'3, 29, 1, 6, in Abraham as a' pat- 
terne and root, God ( not onely ſhewed how he Juſtifies the be- 
leever, Gl: 3,6,-9. Kom: 4, but alſo) conveied that covenant 
r0 the faithfull and tl eir ſeed in all nations, Luk: 19,9. If a Son: 
of Abraham, then S4lyarior, i, e: the Covenant-di(penſation of 
Salvation is c-m1e10 h. s hou(ts 3- As that covenant Was com- 
municated to proſelyte Gentiles under the Old Teſtament, ſo its 
communication to the inchurched Gentiles under the new 1-cſta- 


ment is clearly heldforth in diverſe places G«!:3.14 the bleſſing of 


SAPr aDanm. | 


a ————y er - 
q 

i 

F 

i 


| [87] 

Abraham compritzeth both the internal benefits of Juſtification 
by faith &c whiththe Apoſtle isthere creating of ; and the ex-+ 
ternal diſpenſation of Grace int he viſible church totte Faithfull & 
eteir ſeed, Ger: 28 4. but the wbole Bletſing of Abraham, and 
ſo the whole covenant } is come pon the Oenives through 7eſus 
(+r:t. Epk:2.12,19 They had been ſtranger, , but now were 
no more ftrangers from the covenants of promiſe i, e, from the co- 
yenant of grace, whith had been often renewed , eſpecially with 
Abraham and the houſe of 1ſracl, and had been in the externall 
diſpenſation of it, their peculiar portion, ſo that the Ephe(12ns, 
who werea farr off, being now called and made nigh, t. 13--17. 
they tare the promile or the Coyenant of promiſe to them and 
to their Children, according to Acts: 2, 39. and fo are partakers 
of that Covenant of Abrabam, that we ace ſpeaking of. 

Eph: 3,6. The infhurched Gentiles are pur into the ſame mbheri- 
tance for ſubſtance / borh as to inviſible 8& viſible benefits accor- 
ding to their reſpeRive conditions ! are of the ſame body, and par- 
rakers of the ſame promiſe with the ]ewes, the Children of Abra- 
ham, of old. The ſame may be gathered from Gen: 9,27. Aat 
$ 11, 21, 43. 4&- Sundry Scriptures whith extend to Goſ- 


Ppel-times do confirme the ſame intereſt to the ſeed of the faithful 


which is beld forth inthe covenantof Abrabam, and conſcquent!y 
do confrme the contirance of that covenant : as Exod: 20: 5, 
thece inthe ſanRion ofa moral and perpetual Commandement, 
andthat reſpeRing Ordinances, the portion of the Ehurch, God 
declareth himſelf to be a God of mercy, to them that love him,and to 
their: ſced after them 7 their generations : conſonant to Gem: 17.7, 
compare herewith *{[a/, 105.8,9 & Dent, 7.9. 

Demt..30, 6. The prace ſignified by circamc:fpn is there pro« 
miſed to Parents and fhildren, importing the covenant to both, 
which circumciſion ſealed, Gen: 17, and that is a Goſyxl-pro- 
miſe, as the Apoſtles citing part of that context. asthe voice of 
the Golpel, ſhewes &on: 10, 6--8, with D-urt: 30,11--14. and it 
rEatheth to the Jewes jn thelatter dayes, vey. 1--5. 

I{-«y:65 23. Inthe moſt Glorious Golpel-ſtate of the Ehurch, yer, 
17 -19. the bleiling of the Lord is the promiſed portion of the :f- 
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Pring or Children, as well as of the faichfull parents Io //1: 44+ 
34+ {ſai: $9.20, 21, Ezek: 37 25,26. at bbe ſuture cal? 
ling of the ]ewes, which thoſe texts baye reference to, (-Rom-11, 
26, £24: 37.19--22,23 24s) their Chilaren ſhall be under the 
promiſe or Covenant of ſpecial Grace to be conyeyed to them in 
the Ordinances, 1/a:: 59.21. and be ſubjeQs of David, !, e, Chriit 
ther Kug EJk 37. 25. and have a portion in bis Santtuary, werſ 
26. and this according to the tenor of the ancient covenunt of 4- 
braharn, whereby God will be therr God (v7, botb of parentSand 
Children ) 2nd they ſl.all be bis Perple, verſ: 26,27. Now al- 
though more abundant fruits of che Covenant may be feen in 
thoſe times, and the jewes then may have more abundant Grace 
_ given to the body of them to contirue in the Covenant, yet the 
tenor and frame of the Coyenant itlelfe is one and the ſame, both 
to Jewes, and Gentiles under the New-Teſtament; Gal: 3+ 28, 
Coll: 3.11, Heb, 8.10. The houſe of Iſrael, 1,e, the Churth 
of G-4 both among fewes and Gentiles under the new Teſtamert, 
have that Coyenant made with them, the ſumm whereof is, / wil 
be therr God and they ſhall ve my people: whiEh is a renewing of that 
Covenant of 4brahamin Gez 17, (as the ſame is very often 
over in thoſe termes renewed in Scripture, and is diſtinguiſhed 
from the Law, Ga':3 16,17. He- $.9 ) wherein js implied 
Gods being « God to the ſeea as welfas parents, and taking torh to 
be tis People, though it be not exp.eſſed : even 85 it is often plain- 
ly implied in that expreſſion of the Covenant in other places of 
Scripture: D.#1.29.13. fere3I.1.& 32.38, 39 & 24:7. & :0 
22,20. Eck: 37.2725. Alfo the writing of che Law im the hea ty 
in Fel: 8:10. is thatheart circum whith Dent: 30 6. extencs 
both to parents and ſeed. And the terme, Houſe of /ſrae!, doth 
according to Scripture-uſe fitly exprehe and take in (eſpecially 
as fothe externall adminiſtration of the Covenant ) both parents 
and Children : among þ-th whith are found thateleR and taved 
number, that make up the inviſible Iſrael compare fer: 13. 17. 
& 9.26. Iſu.s 7, Hoſit1.6 Ez k: 39.25. Neither may WE 
exclde tbe /ga/t m age from the goud of that promile, Heb 8: 11, 


{ they being ſometimes pointed to by that phraſe, from the eff 
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fo the greateſ, 7er.44.12. with verſe 7.) no more then the leaſt in 
other reſpets; compare /ſ..54.13« |, 
In Acts 2,39. at the paſting of thoſe Jews into New Teſta- 
ment ChurEh-eſtate, the Lordis ſo farfrom repealing the Covenan'- 
zntereſt that was granted unto c4:ldren in the former Teftament, or 
| from making the Ehildren there loſers by their Parents faith, that 
be doth Expreſly renew the old grant, and tells them that rhe pre- 

. miſe or coyenant, (forthe promiſe and the covenant are terms that 
do mutually infer eath other; compare As 3.25. Gal.3.16,17, 
18,29, Rime 4.16, Heb. G6 17) u tothem and to their children : 
and the ſame is aſſerted to be the appointed portion of the far if 
Gentiles, when they ſhould be calied. By all whith irappeareth, 
that the corenam of Abraham, Gen.17.7. whereby Grd u the God | 
of the fathfull and thesr ſeed, continues under the Giſpel, 

Now if the feed of the fairhful be {till in the covenant of 
Abraham, then they are members of the viſible Church; 1. Be- 
cauſe that covenant of Abraham,Gen.17.7. was properly churche 
Copenant, Or the covenant which God makes wuh his wiſtble church, 
7. ee the Covenant of grace conſidered in the external diſpenſa- 
tionof it, andin the promiſes and priviledpes that belong to that 
diſpenſation. For many were takcn into that covenant, that were 
never of the mvi{;ble church : and by that covenant,the family of 
Abrah..m, asalſo by therenewing thereof, the houſe of Iſrael at- 
terward Were cſRabliſhed the viſible Ehurth of God, Gen.17. and 
Demnt.29 12,13, and from that covenant men might be broken 
off, Genel 7:l4e Ron ell-17,19. and to that coyenant, Circumc- 

fan, the bady of hurth-memberſhip,was annexed, Therefore. 
the Coyenantees therein were & are thurh-members. 2, Becauſe 
in that covenant, the ſeed arc ſpoken of in terms deſcribing or 
inferring thu th-memberſhip, as well as tkeir parents : for they 
have Ga for their Go ', and are his people, as well ag the parents, 
Ger17 7,8. with Dewi:29:11,13. They bave the covenant made 
wither, Deut 29:14,15, andthe coyenantis ſaid to be berween 
Coil them (between me CF thee, and between thy ſeed after thee : \o 
the Hebrew runs) Ger:17:7. They are alſo in that covenant 
appointed to be the ſubjects of the muiatory ſeal of the _—_ 
© C 
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the ſeal of memberſhip, Ger.17:9,10,11. Therefore the ſeed are 
according to that covenant, members of the viſible hurth, as 
well as their parents, 

Such ſeed or children are federally holy, 7 Cor.7.14. The word Ar2#m: 2. 
[0/3] as applicd to any fort of perſons, is never in Scripture uſed 
ina lower tenſe than for federal or covenant-h9lmeſs, (the covenant- 
bolinefs of the viſible Churth ; ) but very often in that ſenſe, 
Etra 9:2, Deut:7:6, & 14:2,21: & 26:19: & 28:9: Exod:19:6: 
Dan:$:24: C 12: 7: Rom: 11:16: $0 that to ſay they are boly in 
this ſenſe, y:7, by covenant-relation and ſeparation to'God in his , 
Churth, is as muth as ro ſay, they are in the covenant of the wijibie 
church, or members of tt. 

From Mark1o:14,15,16: Mat 19:14: Ehildrens —— in Argum: 3. 
the viſible Churfh, is either the next and immediate ſenſe of 
thoſe words of Chriſt, Of (uch is the k:ngdome of heaven ; and fo 
the kingdome of heaver, or of God, is not rarely uſed in other Scri- 
ptures to expreſs the viſible hurth, or hurth-eſtate, Mar 25:1 + 
£- 21:43: & 8.1112: or it evidently follows from any other ſenſe 
that can rationally be given of the words. For thoſe may not 
be denied a place and portion jn the viſible church, whom Chriſt 
affirms to have a portion in the kingdowe either of imw1ſible grace, 
orof eternalglory: Nor do any in ordinary courſe paſs into the 
Kingdome of Glory hereafzer, but through the Kingdowe of 
Grace in the viſible Churth here. Adde alſo, tbart Chriſt there 
graciouſly invites and calls tle children to himfis greatly ar/pleaſed 
with thoſe that would hinder them, afſerts them, notwithſtand- 
ing their infancy, to be exemplary in recervmy the kmgdome of God, 
embraceth them m his arms, and bleſſeth them : all whith ſhews 
Chriſt's dear affeRion to, and owning of the Children of the 
Churth, as a part of his kingdome ; whom we therefore may 
not diſown,leſt we incurre his , raw Shen the Diſciples did. | 

Such ſeeder children are aſciples according ro Mat 28:19: as aÞ- Argum: 4. 
pears, I. Becauſe ſubjefts of Chriſt's Kingdowe are equivalent 
with diſciples there, as the frame of tnat Text ſhews, verſe 18, 
19,20. but ſuth hildrea are ſubjeas of Chriſt's Kingdome, or 

4 


of the km domeof heaven, eACar:19:14) Io the diſcipling of all 
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Nations intended in Mate 28.19. che kingdome of Ged, wbifh bad 
been the portion of the Jews, was communicated to the Gen- 
tiles, according to Mar.21.43. Bur in be kingdome of Ged theſe 
thildren have an intereft or portion, Mark 10.14. 2, The 
Apoſtles in accompliſhing that commiſſion, Afa!.28.19. did 
diſciple ſome Ehildren, 447. the hildren of diſcipled parents, 
AQ 2.39. & 15.10. They are there called and accounted 4:[- 
Ciples , whom the falſe teathers would have brought under rhe 
yoke of circumciſion after the manuer of e Moſes, verſe 1,5. But 
mavy of thoſe were &hildren; Exod.12.48, A: 21.21. Lydia 
and her houſbold, the Jaylor and al xs, were diſcipled and bapti- 
zed, Aits 16.15.31 33. Pawxlat Cormth took in the Qhildren in- 
tO the foly ſch,ol of Chriſt, 1 Cor 7.14 3+ Suh Qhildren 6c- 
lay to Chriſt; for he calls them to him as his, to receive-hisbleſ- 
ling, Mark I0.13--16, They are to be received.in his Name, 
Mark 9.37. Luke 9 48. They bave « part #1 the Lord, foſh..22. 
24.25+ therefore they are diſc:ples : for to belong to Chriſt, is to be 
a_ diſciple of Chriſt, Mark 9+ 41. with Marr0.42., Now if 
they be d.ſciples, then they are members of the vi,ible church, as 
from the equivalency of thoſe terms was before ſhewed.. 

The whole current andi9armony of Scripture ſhews,.that ever (ice 
there w.1s 4 viſsble church on earth, the datos thereof have by the 
Lords appointment been a part of ut, So it was in the Old, andir 
is and ſhall be ſvin the New Teſtament. Eve, 1he mother of all 
lromg, bath a promiſe made Jn. 3.15, not only of Chriſt the 
kead-ſeed, but through him alſo. of a Ch»rc-ſeeg, to proceed from 
ber in a continued lineal facceſſion, whith ſhould continually be 
at viſible enmity with, and ftand ar a diſtance, or. be ſeparated 
from the [ced of the Serpem, Under that promiſe made to L:e 
and hec leed, the th ldren of Adam are born, and are a part of 
the Churth in A4am's family : even Cain was fo, Gen.4.1,3. till 
caſt our of the preſence of God therein, verſe 14» being now ma- 
nifeſtly one of the ſeed of the Serpent, 1 +-4n 3.12, and ſo 
becoming the fatter of a wicked unthu:thed race, Burthen 
God eppointcd unto Eve amrhes , Vizs Seth, in whom to continue 
the linz of her Chnrch-ſeeo, Gen 44-25, How it did Conti in 

his 
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bis ſeed 5n their generations, enef} 5'Þ ſheweth. Hence the Qhildren 
of the Churth are called Sons of God, (wl ith is as muth as mem- 
bers of the viſible Churth) in contradiſtinQtion to ihe daughters 
of men,Gen.62 If righteous Noah be taken intothe Ari (then 
the onely preferying place of the CEurth) his children are taken 
in with him, Gen.7.1. though one of them, viJ. Harm, after 
p:oved degenerate and wicked; but till he ſo appears, he is con- 
rinued in the Churth with his Brethren: SO Gen.9. 25,26,27. 
as the race of Han, or his ſon Canaan i parent and Eh:i[dren) ate 
curſed ; fo Shem (parent and Qhildren) « bleſſed, and continued 
in tbe place of blc1ling,the Church : As /apher alſo, or ephet's 
poſterity . ſtill parent and Ehildren) ſhall in time be brought in, 
The holy line mentioned in Gen. 11. 10---26 ſhews how the 
Churth continued in the ſeed of Shem from him unto Abraham. 
When that race grew degenerate, /oſh.24.2. then God called 
eAbraham out of bis countrey, and from bis kindred, and e/ta- 
bliſhed his covenant with him, whi&h ſtillrook in parents and Chil-- 
dren, Gen,17.7,9. Soit did a'ter in the houſe of Ifſrat], Dcwmr. 
29.11,12,13. and when any eminent reſtauration or eſtabliſh- 
ment is promiſed to the Churth, the children thereof are fiilltaken 
in, as ſharers in the ſame, Pſul 102.16,28, & 69.25,36, fer; 
32:38.39 J/a:65:18,19,23. Now when Chriſt comes to ſer 
up the Goſpel-adminiſtration of his ChutTh in the New Teſta- 
ment, under the term of the kingdome of heaven, MMar:3:2, © 11s 
11, he is ſo far from taking away Fhildren's portion and mem- 
berſhip thercin, that himſc If aſſerts it, A4ar-19: 14. The c<:- 
aren of the Gentile, but now belieyme Cormrhians , ave holy 
1Co:7:14. The Apuſtle writing to the ChutThes of Epheſus 
and Colojje, [perks to childven, as a part thereof, Ep/:6:1, Col.3: 
20. Tte irthutthcd Roman: and other Genirles, ſtind on the 
7 00t of COVENGM A Abraham, and in the O!:ze or vilibie Chuirth, 
t} cy and their Eþ.1dren, ti!l b:oken off /as the Jews were) by po- 
fte.ve unbelict or rceRtion of Chriſt, } x Truth or Gorernn ent, 
Kon. .11 12,16,17,--22- Thechildren of the Jews, when t! ey ſhall 
be called, ſhall :e.-, vforctin - in Church-citare, Je. :3- 20, wth 
54.1 Efckicl 37 25- 28 From ai! whith- it apprars, that the 

& 1 {cries 
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ſeries or whole frame and current of Sccipture-expreſſions doth 
Hold forth the continuance of childrens memter ſhip m the v1ſible chu ch 
from the beginning to the end of the wotld, 

The ſeed or chiluren who become members together with their Pa- 
rents, {ne by means of their parents covenanting are ch:ldren mm 
mmoritys This appears, 1 . Becauſe ſufh Qhildren are hol by - 
their parents coyenanting, who would e{/e ve xnclean, 1 Cor. 7.14. 
but they would not elſc necefarily be unclean, if they were ad- 
ult; for then they might act for themſelyes, and ſo be holy by 


. "their perſonal covenantivg : Neither on the ether hand would 


Parti: $ 6 


they neceſſarily be ho/y, it adult, (as be afſe:ts the Ehildren there 
to be) for they might contivue Pagans: Therefore the Apoſtle 
intends onely infants or hildren in minority, 2. It is aprinci- 
' Ple that carries evidence of light and realon with it, as to all 
'tranſations, Civil and Eccleliaſtical, that if a man be of age he 
ſhould anſwer for himſilf, Fon 9.21, They that are come to 
years of diſcretion, ſo as to have knowledge and underſtanding, fit 
to aft ina matter of that nature, are to Coyenant by their own 
perſonal at, Neb.10.28,29- /ſ4.445, 3. They that are re- 
gularly taken in with their parents, are reputed to be viſible enter - 
tainers of the coyenant,and avouchers of God to betheir God, Deut: 
26. 7,18. with Dexr.29.11,12But if adult hildren ſhould, without 
regard to their own perſonal a, be taken in with their parents, 
then ſome might be reputed entertainers, that are manifeſt rejetters 
of the covenant : for fo an adult ſon or daughter of a godly 
parcnt may be.. 
It us req nate to the memberſhip of children, that the next parenty, 


' one or both, be incovenant. For although after-generations haye 


no ſrall benefit by their pious Anceſtors, who derive federal ho- 
lineſs to their ſuccecding generations, in caſe they keep their 
ſtanding in the covenant, and be uot apoſtares from it ; yet the 
piety of Anceſtors ſufficeth not, unleſs the next parent cont:une 
incoyenant, Rom.1r 22, Is Becauſe if thenext parent be cut 
or broken off, the following ſeed are broken off alſo, Exod:20. 
5. Kom.ll 17,19,20. asthe Gentile believing parents and Ehil- 
dren were taken in; ſo the Jews,paients and Qhildren, were _ 

broken 
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broken off, 2. One of the parents muit be a believer, or elſe 1he 
children ave unclean, x Cor.7 14. 3. If Qhildren may be accoun- 
ted members and baptized, though the next parents be not in co- 
veoant, then the Churth ſhould be bound to baptize thoſe, 
whom ſhe can bave no power over, nor hope concerning, to lee them 
brought up in the true Chriſtian Religion, and under the Ordi- 
nances : For the next parents being wicked, and not in covenant, 
may carry away, and bring up their thildren t ſerve other Godse 
4. If we ſtop not at thenext parent, but grant that Anceſtors 
way, notwith{landing the apoſtacy of the next parents, convey 
men:bcrſhip unto Ehildren , then we ſhould want a ground 
where to ſtop, and then all the Children on earth ſhoiild have rigbt 
to memberſhip and Baptiſms | 


Tropofition 3: 

The Infani-ſeed if confederate w1ſible Believers , are members 
of the ſane Church with their parents , and when grown up , are 
perſonally under the Watch, Diſciplme and Government of that 
Church, | 

I. That they are members of the ſame Church with their parents, 
appears; 1T, Becauſe ſo were /ſaac and Iſhmael of Atrahams 
Family-Ehurch, and the hildren of Zews and Profelytes of 1/7a» 
els National Churth : and there is the ſame reaſon for c/:/drev 
now to be of the [ame C n2regational Church with their parents. 
Chriſt's care for thildren, and the ſcope of the Coyenant, as to 
obligation unto Order and Government, is as great now;,as then, 
2, Either they are members of the ſame Churth with their pa- 
rents, or of ſome other Church,or Non-members : But neither 
of the latter ; therefore the former, That they are not Non- 
members, Was before proved in Projof.2, Parti. 3. and if not 
members of the /ame Church with their parents. t} en of vo orhers 
For if there benot reaſon ſufficient to ſtate them members of that 
Chutth where their parents have covenanted for them,and where 
ordinarily they are baptized and do inhabit, then much leſs is 
there reaſon to make them members of any othcr : and fo they 


will be membcrs-of no particular Churth at all; ——_— 
ore 
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fore ſhewed, that there is no ordinary and orderly ſtanding eftate 
of Cburth-members, bur in ſome particular Cburth. 3. The 
fame covenunt-atl ts accouned the att of parent and childe * butthe 
parents covenanting rendred himſelf a member of this particular 
Chuith ; Therefore ſo it renders the th.1de alſo. How ca; Chil- 
dren come in with and by tbeir parents, and yet come into a 
Churth, wherein and whereof their parents are not, ſo asthat 
they ſhould be of one Chuith, and the parents of another ? 
4. Children are in @n orderly and regular ſtate : for they are in 
that ſtate, wherein the order of Gods Covenant, and his inſtitu- 
tion tLerein, hath plzced them; they being members by vertue 
of the Covenant of God. To ſay their ſtanding isdiforderly, 
would be to imputediſordertothe order of Gods Covenant, or 
ircegularity tothe Rule. Now all will grant it to be moſt order- 
ly and regular, that every Chriſtian be a member in ſome par- 
ricular Chuifh, andin that particulac Churth, where his regular 
babication is ; which to thildren uſually is, where their parents 
are, It the Rulecall themto remove, then their memberſhip 
ought 0:derly $0 be tranſl.ted tothe Churth, whithec they re- 
moye. Again, order requires that the chi/ae, and the power of 
Forernmen over the chiide, ſhould go together. It would bring 
tame and confuſion for the Ehilde ro be from under government, 
\rov.29.15. and Parental and Eccleſiaſtical government con- 
curring, do mutually help and (trengtden e:th other. Hence 
the parent and the th.lde muſt be members of the ſame Chu: Eh; 
unlels £t.e thilde be by ſome ſp:cial providence ſo removed, as 
tbar ſome other perſon bath the power over him. 

2. That when theſe children are grown up, they are perſonally 1%- 
der the Waich, Diſciplme and Government of that Church, is wani- 
feſt: for, 1. Childien were under Patriarchal and CM ojaical 
diſcipline of old, Gen. 18 19. & 21. 9,10,12. Gal. 5.3. and 
therefore under Congregational diſcipline now. 2. They are 
wahin the Chuith, or members thereof, { as hath been, and after 
will be further p. oved) and therefore ſubjeRt to Church: judica- 
ture, ICo.f. 12, 3. They are diſcipt:, and therefore under 


arferptme 19 Chryji's ſchool, ACaithe28, 19,20, 4+ They are 
in 
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#n Church-covenant, therefore ſubje& to Cherch-power, GemiT7.7 
with Chap. 18. '9. 5. They are ſutj:ils of the kmgdome of 
Chr:ft , and therefore under the laws avd government of his 
Kingdo:me, EQc&.37.25,26.:.. 6, Baptiſm leaves. the baprized 
(of whith number theſe &h.1dren are) jna.ftare of ſobjeRQionÞa 
the awthornative reaching of Chriſt's Miniſters, andto the ode » 
vation of all his commandments, Mai.28.19,20, and therefore 
io a ſtate of ſubjeRivn unto Diſcipline... 7. Eldersare tharged 
to take heed untc, and to feed (1,6. bath to teafh and rule, com- 
Pare E7ck.34.3,4) «ll tbe flock or Chuith, ever which the boly 
Ghoſt hath made them overſeers, Atis 20.248 That Hhildren are a 
part of the flock, was before proved : and ſo. 7x accounts 
them, writing to the ſame flack or ChurEh of Epteſivs, Eph Gee: 
$8. Otherwiſc Irreligion and Apoſtacy would ivevitably break in- 
to Chuithes, and ov Chuith-way left by Chriſt to preveut or 
heal the ſame : whith would alſo bring many Churth-members 
- under Chat dreadful judgement of: being {43 /one jn Theis wicked-! 

nels, Hoſea 4. 16, 17» | BA 


| Propofition. 4: 55 
Theſe Adult perſons are not th:refore to be admitted -to full 
Communton , meerly becanſe they are and continue members , wakh= 
oxet ſwch furtber qualifications, 45 the Word of God requireth theres 
mHh{0s , » | 
The truth hereof is plain, -x. From 1 Cor.11.28,29. where 
it is required, that ſuth as come tothe Lords Supper, be able r# 
8.47 54 them(clre:, and to diſcern the Lords body ; elle they will 
eat and drink, unworthily, aud cat and drink. dammation, or judge. 
ment, 10 ther ſelves , when they partake of this Ordjnance. ? 
meer memberſhip'is ſeparablefrom ſuth ability to examine one's 
ſelf, and diſcern the Lords body : a4 in'tbe Qhildren of the Coves: 
nant rbat grow up to years is toa often ſexn, 2, In the Old Tex- 
rament, though men did continue members of the Churth, yet 
for ceremonial uncleanneſs they were to be kept from full com- 
munioo in the boly.chings, £:yi7,29,21 e9+6zJ Of 19% 
13,20, yea andthe Prieſt; and Porters in the [dT ;had 
| ; D pecial 
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ſpecial Charge committed to them, that men ſhould not partake in 
all the holy things, unlels duely qualified for the fame, notwith- 

rſhip, 2 Coron.23.19, Exchiel 22.26, & 
44> 7:8,9,23, and therefore muth more.in theſe times, where 
mB$ra] fitnels and fpirituat qualifications are wanting, member ſhip 
«lone is not ſufficicat for full communicts More was required to 
adult perſons eating the Paſſeover, then meer memberſhip : there- 
fore {o there is now to the-Lords Supper. Forthey were to eat 
10 the Lord, Exodus 12-14, whith is expounded in 2 Chron. 30, 
where, keepmy the Paſfſeover to the Lord, verſe F» imports and re- 
quiresexerciſing Repentance, verſe 6,7, their aftual piving up 
themlclyes to the Lord, verſe $.. heart-preparation for it, verſe 19+ 
andboly rejyycg before the Lord, werſe 23, 25. See the like in 
Eras. 21,22. 3. Though all members of the Churth are 
fubjets of Baptiſm, they and their Ehildren , yet all members 
may Rot partake -of the Lords Supper, asis further manifeſt from 
the diffsrent natare of Baptiſm-and tbe Lords Supper. Baptiſm 
firſtly and properly ſeals covenn-holmeſ?, as cirqumcifion did, 
Gen, 17. Church-member ſhip , Rom: i5.& planting mto Chrift, 
Kom.6. and {o members, 4s /wc#,, are the ſubjes of Baptiſm, 
Maitt;28.19, But the Lords Su pper is the Sacrament of yg; owth 
#*: Cbry/?, and of ſpecral communion with bim, 1 Cor.10.16, which 
kippolcth « fpecrel renewing and\+xerciſe of Faith and Repentance 
in thoſe that partake of that Ordinance. Now if perſons, even 
whet adult; may be and continue members, and yet be debarred 
from the Lords Sopper, until meet qualifications for the ſame 
do appearin.them z tea maythey allo. (until like qualifications) 
bc debarred from that power -of. Foting in the C urth, whih 
pertains 16 Males in full: communion. It ſeems not rational, 
tharthoſe who ate not themſclves fx for all Ordinances, ſhould 
have fuch' ar influence referring r@-all Ordinances, as Voting in 
EirHion of: Officers, Admiſſion and Cenſures of Members, 
dogb amports For how-can ebey wha are not able ro cxamine and 
rage 1bn-ſelves hethoughtable and fitito di/cern and judge in the 
weigbry vMaies of che bouſe-of God ? 2 Cor, 11, 28, 31. witlt 
b{riage: 1 LC; 


Dat + | Proper ſition 
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Propoſition 5% 

Churck-members who were- admitted #1 munerity , underſtanding 
the D.ttrine of Faith, and publukly profeſſing their aſſent thereta.z 
not ſcandalous m life , and ſolemnly onning the Covenant before the 
Church, wherein they give up themſclves and their children 8: che 
Lord , and ſ.bjeft benfelve to the Government of Chrift ma the 
Church, thew children are to be BaptiJed, 

This is evident from the Arguments following. 


Theſe children are partkers of that which 5 the main: ground of Argun,: I. 


bapti7ing any children whatſoever, and neuther the pareuts ur the 


children do put un any barre to hinder it, 
Is That they partake of that which is the main ground of bapti- 


Jing any, is clear ; Becauſe intereſt in the Covenant is the main 


ground of title to Baptiſm, and this theſe Ehildren have, x. /»- 


tereſt m the covenant 15 the main ground of tule to Baptiſm : for ſo 
in the Old Teſtament this was the ground of title to Circumci- 
ſion, Gn 17.7.9,10.11- to whith Baptiſm now anſwers, Col. 2, 
Il ,12, andin Atts2.38,39 they are on this ground exborted 
to be baptized, becauſe the promiſe of covenant was to them and to 
therr children, That a member, or one in covenant, as ſuch, is the 
ſubje& of Baptiſm,was further cleared before in Propeſ.t. 2.That 
theſe children have mtereſt in the covenant, appears ; Becaule if the 
parent be in covenant, the childe us alſo : for thecovenant is to pa- 
rents and their ſeed un their generation:, GEn: 17. 7, 9. The pre- 


owr children, Atts 2.39. If the parent 


miſe 25 to you and to 
ſtand: in the Churth, G doth the Qhilde,among 1i:e Gentiles now, 
Ir is 


as well as among the Jews of old, Ko: 11.16; 20,21,22, 
unheard of in Scripture, that the progreſs of the covenant ſtops 
at the infant fhilde. But the parents mm queſt.0n argin cover ant, as 
appears, 1, Becauſe they were once in covenant, and never 
ſince diſcoyenanted, If they had not once been in covenant, 
they bad not warrantably been baptized; and they are ſo ill, 
except in ſore way of God they have been diſcovenanted, caſt 
Out, or cut off from their coyenant-relation, whith theſc have 


not been: neither are perſons once in covenant, broken off from 
| D 2 it 
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Argum: 2. 


Argum: 3. 
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it according to Scripture, ſave for not6rious (in, and incorrigi- 
bleneſs therein, Rom 11.20. whith is not the caſe of theſe pa- 
rents, 2 Becauſethe tenor of the covenant (is 79 the faubfnll 
and their ſeed afier them in their generauont, Get :17.7 even to 4 
theuſand generations, 1, e, conditionally, provided that the parents 
fucceſlively do continue to be keepers of the coyenant, Ex- d: 20.6 
\Dexr:7:9,11 Pſalm 1o5:8. whith the —_——_ 9" are, 
becauſe they are not {in Scripture-account in this cale) for ſakers 
or rezefer:of the God and Coyenant of their fathers : lee Dew: 


.» 29-25,26. 2 Kimgs 17: 15--20, 2 Chron: 7: 22 Dent: 7:10. 


+ 2+ That theſeparents in queſtion do nor pur i any barre to hiy- 

der their Ehildren from Baptiſm, is plain from the words of the 
-Propoſation, wherein they are deſcribed to be ſufh as wnde-fard 
'the dottrine of Faith , and publikely profeſs they aſſem thereto: 
therefore they put not in any barre of gro(s Ignorance, Atheiſm, 
(Herehfie or Infidelity : Allo they arener ſcandalows in bfe, but ſo. 
lemmnly an the courant before the C h «rcb ;; therefore they put not 
in atly barre of -Profaneveſs, or Wickednels, or Apoſtacy from 
tbe. .cavenant, whereinto they entred in minority. That tle 
infant- Qhildren io queſt.on do themſelyes put in any þarre, none 
will imagine. 

The thildren- of the parents. in queſtion are. either children of 
the covenant, or flrangers from thecovenan',Eph:2:12, either hol 
-or anclean, 1 Cor: 9: 14. either withm the Churth or withoxt, 
-T (or:5: 12,: Either fufh as bave God for their God, or withome 
Gyan the worlds Eph: 2:12, But be that Conſidersthe Propoſt- 


tion, will not afficm :4e larrer concerning theſe thildren : and ihe 


forme, being gramed, infers their right to Baptiſm, 
Todeny the Propoſition, would be, 1. To ſtraiten the prace 
of Chriſt in the Goſpel-diſpenſation, and to make the Chu: & 


in New Tcftament-times-in a worle caſe. relating to their &þ1I- 
. dren ſucceflively, then were the Jews of. old. 2. Torender the 
thildren of the Jews. when they ſhall be called, in a worſe con- 


dition then-under the lepal adminiſtration; contrary to cr: 30: 
20. Ez-kit! 37:25,.:6- 3- To deny the application of the 


-initiarpry Scal io futh as regularly ſtqod in the Cluuth and Co- 


Y Caont) 


I 
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venant,, to whom the « Meſaica! diſpenſation, nay the firſt in” 
ſtirution in tbe covenant of Abrahan:, appointed it to be applied, 
Gen: 17: 9g, 10. fohn7.22,23. 4. To break, Gods covenant by 
denying the initiatory Seal to thoſe that are in covenant, Gen: 17: 
9,10,14. | 
Confederate viſible Believers, though but in the loweſl degree ſuch, Arg: 4- 
Are to bave their children baptized ; witneſs the practice of Fohs 
Bapriſt, and the Apoſil:1, who- baptized perſons upon the firſt be 
ginning of their Chriſtianity, But the parents in queſtion are 
confederate viſible Believers, at leaſt in ſome degree : For, 1, Cha- 
rity may obſerve in them ſundry poſitive Argaments for it; wit- 
neſs the terms of tte Propoſition, and nothing evident againſt ir. 
2. Children of ike godly qualified but as the perſons in the Propo- 
fition, are ſaid to be farthful, Tu: 1.6. 3. Children of the 
Covenant as the Parents in queſtion are} bave frequently the be- 
ginning of grace wrought in them in younger years, as Scripture 
and experience ſhews : Inſtance, foſeph, Samuel. David, Solomer,, 
Abijab Fofiab, Danie/,fobn Baptiſt and Timothy, Hence 1has ſore 
of perſons ſhewing nothing to the*gontrary, are in _Eharity, or 
to Eccleſiaſtical reputation, vitble Believers, 4 They that are 
regularly in tbe-Churth {as the Parents in queſtion be) are 21/4, 
Sams in the account of Scripture ( whith is the account of 
truth :) for the Chusth is, in Scripture-account, a company of 
Saints, 1 {:14:33. © 1.2. F. Being in Covenant and bapti+ 
zed, they bave Faith and Repentance indefinzrely grven tort em in 
the Promiſe, and ſraledupin Baptiſm, Dex:. 30: 6. whith con» 
tinues valid, and foa valid teſtimony for them, wh:le they do nor 
reje it. Yet it doth not neceſſarily follow, that theſe perſons | 
are immediately fit tor the Lords Supper ; becauſe though tbey 
are in 4 latunde of expreſſicn tO be accounted viſible Believers, or | 
1n numero fideluwmn, aseven infants in covenant are, yer they may 
want that ability to examine themſzlves, and that fpecialexer- 
ciſe of Faith, wh.& isrequiſite to-that Ordinance z as was ſaid 
upon 'Propef. "y | 
Te denuly Baptiſm to the children in queſtion, hath a Aangerc# Argums: 5. 
terscucy to Liveligion and Apoltacy ; becauſe it denies them, - 
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fo the thildren of the'Churfh ſucceſſively, to bave avy part in the 


Lord ; whiQh is the way to make them ceaſe from fearing the Lord, 
Fof 22.24,25,27. Forit they have apart mthe Lord,re, a por» 
rion in Iſracl, and ſoins the Lord. the Ged of Iſrael, then they 

are i nthe Chu.&, or members of it, and ſoto be baptized, ac- 

cording to ne. Io The owning of the Ehildren of thoſe 

thar ſuccertively continue in coyenant to be a part of :be Church, 

is ſo far from being deſtcuQtive to the purity and proſperity of 
the Churth, and of Religion tbereio, {as ſome conceive) that this 

impuration belongs to the contraxy Tenet, Toleck tro be more 

pure then the Rule,” willeverend mn impurity in the iſſue. God 

hath ſo framed his covenaht, and conſequently the conftitution of 
his Cbuith thereby, as ro deſign a continuation. and propagation 
of his Kingdome therein, from one generation to another. Hence 

the covenant runs ro ws .zud to owr ſeed after us m their generations. 

To keep in the line, and under the iofluence and efficacy of this 

coyenant of God, is the true way to the Churthes glory : To 
cut it off anddiſayow it, cats off the proſperity of $:w,& hinders 
it from being (as in the moſt glorious times it ſhall be) as erernal 
excellency, and the joy of maty generations. This progrels of the 
covenant eſtablifheth the Churth, Dem.29 t3- 7cr.30.20. The 


' contrarytherefore doth diſcſtabliſh it. 1 bis obligeth and advan- 


tageth to the conveyance of, Religion downto afcer-genecatiurs; 
the care whereof is ftritly commanded, and highly approved by 
the Lord,” P/a/:7 8.4,5,6,7. Gere18.19, This continues anurſery 
ſtill in Chriſt's Orthard or Yinezara,]ſa.5.1,7. the contrary neg- 


. kAs that, and ſv lets the whole run to ruine, Surely God was an 


holy God, and loved the purity and glory of the Ch urth in the 
Old Teſtament : but then he wert in this way of a ſucceilive 
Progreſs of the covenant to that end, fer.13.1r. If ſome did 
then, or do now declineto nbelief and apoſtacy, that doth nat 
make tbe farhof God in his covenant of none effe(t, or the advantage 
of intereſt therein inconſiderable : yea. the more holy,reforming 
and glorious that the times are or ſhall be, the more eminently is 
a ſucceſſive continuation and propagation of the C hurth therein 
deſigned, promiledand intended, //a 60,15. & 59.21, Eqthe37. 


25--28, /.:02,16 -28. fcr. 323439. The 


' £ 5 parents in queſtion are gerſoual, immediate, «nd yet-cominuing Argum: 6. 
mmbertof the v* 8 : 4 OOTY 

. Jo That they are p-rſoual! members, or members in their own. 
perfons,appears, - x. Becauſe they are perſonally holy, x Co 714; 
not parents onely, bur [our Ehildcen] are boly, * 2, They are - 
perſonally baprized,or bave had Papriſmytheſeal of mewbe iP, 
applied to their own perſons : whith being regularly done, is a 
divine teſtimony that they zre in their own perſons members of 
the Chu-. 3 They are perſonally under diſcipline, and liable . 
to Churth-cenſures in their own perſons; vide Propoſe. 4. They 
are p{rſonally (by means of the covenant) ina viſible late of 
falvaticn. To lay they are not members in their own perſons, 
but in their p:rents, would be as if one ſhould ſay, They are ſa-' 
ved in their parents, and not in their own perſons. 5. When 
They commu inygus, 1, they perſonally break 1he coven.s! 3 there- - 
foreare perſonally jnit, 77.11.21 0. EJek.16. + S 

. 2. By the like Reaſons ir appears that Exldren are ;mmediate 
mempers, as tO the effence of memberſhip, (: e. -yhattbey.them- 
&lves in their own perſons are the immediate ſubje&s.of this ad-. 
jun& of Chu:A-memberſhip) though they come to ir by means 
of their parents coyenanting. For as touthing thardiſtinQion 
of mediate and 1mmeazate,as applied to memberſhip. (wh.th ſome 
urge) we are to diſtinguiſh 1, between the efficient and the eſ- 
ſence of memberſhip : 2. between the inſtrumental efficient or 
means thereof, whith is the parents profeſſion and Covenanting; 
and the principal efficient, whifh is divioe Inſtiturion, They 
. may be ſaid tobe mediate (or rather med:.ye:y) members, as they 
become members by means of their parents coyenanting,as an in- , 
ſtrumental cauſe thereof: but that dothnathing vary or diminiſh * 
the efjence of their memberſhip. For Givine Iiſtirurion giveth of 
grameth a real and perſonal memberſhip unto them, as well 2$ 
uno their parents, and niak« th the parent a pablick perſon, anc 
ſo his a& theirs totlat end, Hence the. ([.::ce of menberſhip, L 
3. 6. Covert v1 weſt,v; 6 praCk +. PE THEE e viſtb!e Churc, 
is really, vroverly, perſonally and imm-darcly the portion of the 


Qhilde by divioe giftand graiic. , /.-4 4527+ their children bave 
. & part - 


————— — 
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4 pert inthe Lord, as well as themſelyes. A part in the Lord there, 
and Charck-memberſhip (Or memberſhip in 1ſrae') are terms equi- 
valent. Now the children there, and a part in the Lord, are 5«b- 
5:4 and Adjuntt, wh thnothing comes between, ſo as to ſever the | 


' Adjund from the Subje&; therefore they are .ysmeatate [ut jects 


of that Adjun&, or :mmediare members, Again, their viſible in- 
graffinginto Chriſt the head, and (o into the Chutth his body, 
1s ſealed in their Bapriſm: but in ing1afling no:bing comes be- 
tween the graft and the ſtuck: Their union is irrm: diate ; ence 
they are immediately inſerted into the viſible Chu: th, orimme- 
diate tnembers thereof. The /itrle children in Dent 29.11. were 
perſonally and immediately a part of he peop/e of God, or mem- 
bers of tlie Churth of Iſrael, as well as the parents, To be in 
covenant, or to be acovenanree, is the formalus rats of a Clurth- 
member. If one cometo be in covenant one way, and another 
in another, but both are in covenant or coyenantees, (-. c, parties 
with wbom the covenant is made, and whom God takes into £0- 
venant) as the thildren here are, G:.17;9.8. then both are in 
their own perſons tl.e 19med.:re fubjeRs of the formal ratro of 
memberſhip, and ſvjimmediate members. To att in covenant- 
ing, is but tte inftrumental means of memberſhip. and yet &Þ.l- 
dren are not without chis neither. For the a of the parent 
(their pablick perfon) is accounted theirs, and they are ſaid to emer 
into covenant, Denr,29. 11,12. So that what is it that Ch.Jdren 
wint untoan aQtual, compicat, propec, ablolute ard immediate 
memberſhip? ( fo far asthele terms may with any propriety or 
perti:Ecy be applird to the matter in band.) Is it ( ovenani-mereſt, 
W:..th is the formal ratio of memberſh.p? No, they are in co- 
ycaant, Is it dizine grant and inftiturion, whith is te principal 
efficient * No: 'he hath clearly d«clared himſelf, that hergrants un- 
to the hildren of his people a portion in his Churth, and ap- 
Points them to be members thereof, Is it 1 att of covenantr g, 
wh.this the 1n/trament.l means? No : they have this alſo reputa- 
tively by divine appointmant, making the parenta peblk perſon, 
and accounting them tu covenant in bis covenanting A difte- 
rent manncr and means of conyeying the coyenant ro us, or of 

| making 
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making us members, doth not make a different ſort of memberſhip. 
IVe now are as traly, perſonally and immediardly membets of ihe 
body of faln mankinde, and by naunedeirs of: the condepuation 
pertaining thereto, as Auum was, though he' cange-ro be. fſ0-by 4 
own perſonal atty and we by the att of cxr pmbleck perſens If a Priuce 
give fuch Lands to a man and his heirs fucceflively, while they con» 
rioue loyal ;the following heir is a true and immediate owner of that 
Land, and may be perſonally diF-inberited, if difloyal, 8s well as b;s-! 
father before him. A member is onethat is acccrdjvgto Rule ( or 
according to divine Inſtitution) within the viſible Chw ch, Thus the 
hildis properly,& perſonally or immediately, Pew/cafts all meniny 
to awo forts, thoſe within, and thoſe withowr, its memuers and nory 
members, 1Cor.5. 12, It leems he knew of nu-fach diſtinQion of 
mediate and immediate; as puts a medium between thele two. Ubjetts 
Tf children be compleat and immediate members as their parents are, 
then they ſhall immediately baye all Church prividedges, as their pa» 
rents have. without any further a& orquatfication A-/.It followeth 
not. Allpriviledpes th#t belong to members, as ſ«c+,do belong to 
the Ehildren as well as the parents : - But all Churcb-priviledges do 
not ſo. A member as ſuch, {or all members) way not partake of all 
privitedges ; but they are to make progreſs both in memberly duties 
and priviledges, as their age, capacity and qualificationsdo fit them 
for the lame, "Rh. ? 

'- 3» Thattheir memberſhip fil continues in adult age, and ceaſeth nat 
wi4h their imfancy, appeats, 1, Becaule in Scripture perſons are broker: 
off; onely for notorious {in,or incarrigibleimpenitency and uabclicf, 
not for growing up t0 adult age, Row. 11.20, 2. The fer cbuaren On - 
cumc;ſcd did not ceaſe tro be members by growing up, but continued 
in the ChinQh, and were by yirtue of their memberſhip received in 
infancy, bound unto various duties, and in ſpecial unto thoſe ſolemn 
pcriqnal profeſſions that pertained to adult- men:bers, not as then 
entring into anew memberſhip, but 8s meking n progrels in member 
duties, D:ut.26,2--10. & 16.16,17 with Gal.y.3z. 3+» Thoſerela- 
tions of borw-ſervants and ſubyctts, whith the Scripture makes uſe of 
co ſct forth the face of Hhildren is che Churh by, Lev.25 41.42. 
Eztk. 37.25. do not, (as all men know) ceaſe with infancy, but con- 


tinue in adult age, W-hence alſg it follows, that one ſpecial end cf 
E cmembec- 
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rhiertberſhipreceived-in infabey, is to leave pe per ſors under engage» 
went wſcrvice ard te Chriſt in his Church, when grown 
op, "whenrbey ace fitect for it, and luve maſt need of it. 4+. There 
hog ofdiniryp way-of tefſation of memberſhip but by Dearh, Die 


vyf5 3Idksg Etcommunnec #110my qr Diſſolutwowof the Sojeg none of which 
btheicalevt rhe perſonn inqueſtibne | ye Eithertbey are when ad: 
ble, members or 96n-menabers: if non-members, then a perſon ad- 
t by Baptiſco,toc caſt out, nor deſerving 
ng he was till remeining) become 8 

; ll} oiy'ef the Charth, andof the. m__, 


winfiiche thnoe. 1 Nowdf we igoee Gre 
wheres of the Church, tbe is a-merber allo.; Fornow the 
100i i 'boty, thetefdre: /o) are 2h branches, Com. 1116. 1:Corg 71s 
The parent ivin covenant, therefore ſo is the Qhilde, Gen.17.7, and 
if the hilde bez member of the vifble Churth, then be is a ſto 


of Suptittn wg ea Os. 1 £6 
ws: 6 
0: Such Clarchantmaber aleerh,or ſome ther extraordinary 


"Providewce, have baadred from publich ating as afores 
fd, yet 6.114 piven the —_— Canſe m gudgment of charity , 10 look 
'4t them as fo qualified, and. ſuth 'us bad rbey been called thereunto, 
WBoutd bave ſo «Bed their hillbiave ry be BapeiJeds. 
This is manifeſt. 1. Becauſe the main foandationof thetighe 
of the Ghildero privilege remains, vi; Godeinftiution, and the 
Tores of be coMraanternying RL theperecdtions'of ſuch as con» 
<ihut keeptts bf 'the eyenade;'s; (0nd Vitidly breakers of i. By 
Yictae'of nm -the hildrewin queſtion ave 
ther triewberip- being; diſtin from «be parents 
paths tominursrcwithandicig the parents 
Cer if mawbers,then ſubjeAs'of: Ba- 


I; IS the parenondeeuiap Hari required in the /if/þ 


opþ0!: runity ; whith is noe robe 
their phil {6/4/16 bo ©batre to the thildes priviledge. 
Freekoritth haths done it his feryite;ro whifhthere was a 
6vir, a{bjrideboactingaf. it watebiutred ; 
eine) KigsB. 18, igcin Abrabam to fa 
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theres a willing mmae,it uu accepied according ta what « man bath, 

wot according 10 whas he bath not gx: ha of this Km 
as well as of chatof Alms., It isanuſual phraſe with the Ancients id 
ſtyle ſuch and ſuch Martyrs. w veto, and baptized 7 940, becauſe 
'there was ne want of delire that way, tbough their deſire was not 
aRually accompliſhed 4. The terms of the Poole import 
that in Qharity, that is bere done merpretativel, wh.th is mentioned 
to be done inthe fifth propoſition expreſiye | 

'Propoſuin 7 - 

T he members of Orthodox Churches, being ſound in the Faith, and 
not [candalons in life, and preſenting due teſtimgny theres/; theſe oc« 
Caſionally comming from one Church to anuther, r1ay have ther children 
Baptized im the church whuher they come, by virtue of Communion 4 
Churches : but if t94ey remove their habitation, they ought orderly to c 
wvenant and ſubjxet? themſe:ues ts the Government of Chriſt in i6e 
Ch:rch where they ſettle their abode, and ſo their children ro be 
Baptized, It being the charches duty to receive ſuch unto commu.- 
mon, { farre u they are regularly fit for the ſame, EE. 

I. Sch members of other Churches as are here deſcribed, occaſim.lly 
Coniing from one Charch to another, their children are tobe boptiJed m the 
Chmrch whither they come, by virtue of Communicn of Churches : 1, Be- 
cauſc he that is regularly a member of a true particular Church, is 2 
ſabje& of Bapriſm, according to Propsſ. 1% e 2% But the thildren 
of tte parents here deſcribed are ſuch, according ro Propoſition 5't 
& Cd. therefore they are meet and lawful ſubjeRs of Baptiſm, or 
bave right to be baptized. And Communion of Churches infers ſuch 
aQs asthis is, —_ baptize a fit ſubjec of Baptiſm, though a mem- 
ber of another Church, when the ſame is orderly defircd. ( See Plu- 
form of Diſciplme, chap. 1y.ſet.q.) For look asevery Church bath a 
double conſideration, »1z. x. Of its own conſtitution and commn- 
nion within it ſelf; 2. Of that communion which it holds and ought 
to maintain With other Churches: So the Officer (he P.:/tor or 
Teacher ) thereof, isthere ſet, 1. To adminiſter to this Church cor;- 
ftanily ; 2. Todo aAsof Communion »ceſronally, (viJ; ſuch as be- 
long to his Office, as L.uprr7mg doth) reſpeRing the rembers of 
other Churches, with whom this Church holds or ought to hold 


communion. 2, To refuſe communion with atrue Church nt /.n- 
E 2 fall 
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conkwfa), and j:ftly accounted Schiſmatical. 
, Chriſt holderh forme communion with it ; 


; ndif Bajtim lew?tlly edmriniftred, may and ought 
19. Þ& received Boy hg Ehildrenin anorhes cor, —x ary — 
 Providerice lo caſtsis,25 Gat we ©nmes ſhave ic inghr own, (as. doubs- 
- leſs it may 4nd. buphit to be *) then alfowe way and ought in like cafe 
to dipenſs Baptiſm, whebt'defired, 104 men aud tan fell ſhbjett, being a 
member of anorher Charch. To deny orrefule cither of theſe, 
Would be av utjuſtifiablerefuſing of Gonumaiion of Churches, and 
tending to ſinful ſepatatibn, - ++ * 
2. Such as removethtir dableaviongouy bt exderly to cournant and ſul- 
4 & then; elvey to the Gaverninenig A _ m the Church, where thay 
fetile rheir abode, and'o theirehnahon vd bo buptized; 1+ Becauſe the 
regujarly baptized” are d-ſciples,' and; under the Diſcy lee and Go- 
veramentof Chriſt: Butthey char arc abſoluely removed From the 
Church whereof they! wevey 1s a5to be uncapable of being nader 
Djſcipline rhere, ſhall bounder ie co where,- if not inthe Churh 
. F here they inliahit? They that would bave Eburch-provuedgercught 
[to\be.wider Church-pewer:* Bar-theſe will. be :nadery na Cherch- 
Payer but ar lambs ma large ptace,ifrootundcy ir'thers wwhete their 
etled abode is. 2, Every Chriſtian ought to- covenant for bimſelf 
and bis Children, or profeiſedly-ro give up himſelf and bis to the 
| Lord; avd thay ;n the wey of bus Qreimanyer, Devt.26 17: & 12. 5, 
. and explicite covengntmy a duty, eſpecially where we arr called to 
" it; and bave opportanicyFor it: nor can they well)be {aid ro cove- 
_ nant implicitcy, that do' explicitly reſule a profe ſled .covenanting, 
when called tZereunro And effecially this covenanting js a duty, 
| when we would partake of fuch a Church-priviledge, as Baptiſm foc 
; our FhilJcen is Bar the parents in queſtion will now be profeſſed cv. 
' venanters no where; if not in the Church wheretbeir fixed babitatign 
is, Thrref.re they onghr orderly 10 copenant thert, end [0 ther children 
4s 


% 
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to be baptized, 3. To refuſe covenanting and ſubjeQion to Chriſt's 
Government in the Churth where they live, being ſo removed, as to 
be utcerly uncapable of: it elſwhere, would be 4 waking 4ſeraerty, 
and would too muth fayour of profaneneſs and ſeparation ; and 
heace to adminifter Baptiſm to the Ehildren of ſuFh as ſtand wn 1har 
way, would be to admiciſter Chriſt's Ordinances to ſuth as arein « 
way of -fin and diſorder ; whith ought not to be, 2 Tie. 4. 6, 
I Chron,15.18. and would be contrary tv that Rule, 1 Cor. 14-40. 
Let all things be done d cently and mor dere. 


QueR, 11. ops according #0 the Wardof God there ought ro be 
| Ya (onſcciation of Churches, .and-what ſhould be the 
pranner of ut ? | 

La The Anſwer may be bricfly given in the -Propoſutions 

ing. | 

75 Beoy Church or particulir -Cunpretation of viſible Saints in 
Goſpet-order, being farmſhed with a Pretbyrery, at leaſt with a T ent h- 
ing Elder, and walking together in truth and peace, hath received from 
the Lord Feſne full power and amberity Ecclefiaſtical wihm ut ſelf, 
regularly to adminiſter altihe Ordinances of Chriſt, and is not under any 
ethir Ecclefaftical Furiſeiftion whatſoever, For to {uh a Chu. th 
Chrifthath given the Keyes of the: Kingdom of Heaven, that what 
they binde or looſe on earth, ſhall be bound or leeſid in heaven, Matt. 16. 
19, &18.17,18, Elders are ordainedin every Church, AQs 14-23: 
Tit,x.5. andare therein auttorized officially tos admwimiſtec in tire 
Word, Prayer, Sacraments and Cenlures, 1741281 9,20. Acts 6.4+ 
I Cor.g.1. & 5.4,12-- Afts 20.28," 1 Tim 5.17. & 35: The 
reproving of the Churth of {or:ath. and of the an C buithes fe- 
verally, imports they had power, cath of chem within themſelves, 
to reform the abufes that were amongſt them,1 Cor. F, Ker. 14,20; 
Hence it follows, that Confociation of Churfhes isnot to hinder 
the exerciſe of this power, but by counſc} from the Word of God 
to dire and ſtrengthen the ſame vpn allyuſt occaſions. - 

2. The C':uches of Chrifl do ſtand mn « f{terly relation erch to 
other, Cant.8.8 being united in the ſuime Faith and Order, Ephe4.5+ 
Col.2.5. tw walk by the ſane Role, Phil. 3,16: mm the exerciſe of the 

BE 8: : ſme 
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fame (rdinances for the ſame ends, Eph.q 11.12,13- 1 Cor, 16.1: 
andey jone and tbe ſame poluical Head, the Lord Zeſws Ch. it, Eph. 1: 
22,22. & 4-5. Keve 2.1. ' Whifh Union infers a Communion 
table rhereunto, 

Ze (ommunun of Churches is the faithſull improvement of the gifts 
of Chrift beſtowed upon them for bis ſervite ane! glory, and ther mu- 
enall good and edification, according to Capacity and opportunity. 1 Pet, 
$+10,1L, I Core12, 4,7. & 10,24, I Cor.3, 21,22, Cantic 8.9, 
Rom 1.15. Gal.6.10. 

4e Atts of Communion of Churches are ſuch as theſe : 
s. Hearty Care and Prayer one for another, 2 Cor. It, 23, 
Cant. 8.8 Rom.1.9, Coloſl.i.g, Eph.6.18. 

2. Toafferd Relief by communication of their Gifts in Temporal 

| - Spirr'nal neceſſurer, Rom. I5.26,25, AQs 11.22,29, 2 Cots 

lib, 14e ; 

3 To maittain Uri'y and Pexce, by giving account one to anothey 

of. their publick ations, when ut 15 orderly deſired, ARS 11. 2,3, 
4*--18, Joſh. 22.13 21,30. 1 Cor.to 32. and to ſtrengthen 
one another mm thee regular Adnimſiruton;; as in ſpecial by a 
concurrent teſtimony agamſt perſons juſily cenſured, AQs 15.41, 
_ & 16.4,5. 2 Tim4-15. 2 Theſl.z. 14. 
| 4. To ſethaid accept Help from, and give Help wnto each other : 
"I; Incaſe of Diviſions aud Contentions, whereby the peace of 

any Church ts diſturbed, AQsS 15 2, 

2. In matters of more then ordinary importance, [Prov.24.6. 

& 15.22 ] 4s Ordination, Tranſlation, aud Depoſum of 
| E lars, and ſuch like, 1 Tim. 5.22. 

3 1ndoubtful and difficult © -cſtrons and Controverſies, Dot: te 
nelor Pratlical, that may ariſe, AQt$ 15 2,6. 

| 14. For the rethifymg of mul- Adminiſtrations, and healing of 
Erroxrs aud Scandal, that are nuhealed among themſelves 
3 /ohnver:9,10. 2 (or.2. 6--I1. y Cor.15. Kev: 2:14,15 
16.2 C1,12.20,21.77 13 2. Chuithcs now have need 

, of helpin like caſes, as we)l as Churches then. Chriſt's 
care is ſtill for whole Churches, as well as for particular 
perſons ; and &poltles being now ceafed, there remains 
the duty of brotierly loye,and mutual care and help'ulneſs 

C ifcumbent upon Churches, cſpecially Elders {or that end. 


| [32] 

' .$+ In loue and fanbfulneſs totakenotice of the T roublet and Dif+ 
fiewlries, Errowurs and Scandals of another Church, and to admi- 
miſter help ( when the caſe manifeſtly calls for u ) though the 
ſhould [o neglett their own £o0d and duty, as not 26 ſeek — 
23-4,5. Prov.24.11,12, | | 

6. To Admoniſh one anther wheu there 14 need and cauſe for ut: 
avd «ficr due means with patience uſed,to wuhd: aw from « Church 
or peccant p..rty theremy obſting cly perſiſting us Erronr or Scat;- 
al; as inthe Platform of Derſcipline (chap. IF. [ef.2. partic, 
3+) is more at large declared: Gal. 2, 11---14. 2 They. 3.6. 
Rom. 16.17. | 

$. Conſocrxauon of Charcher, is ther mutnal and ſolemn Agree- 
mens to exerciſe communion in [nch attr, as aforeſcud, amongit then.= 
felver,wih ſpecial reference to thoſe Churches, which by providence are 
pianted in a convenient vicinity, though wnh liberty reſerved without of- 
fence, to make uſe of uthers, as the nature of the caſe, or the advantage of 
opportunity may leadthereumto, 

6. The Churchesof Chriſt in this Countrey having ſo geod opportu» 
mity for xt, it 1s meet to be commended to them, as their daty thus to con» 
ſociare, For 1. Communion of Chuthes being commanded, 
and Conſociation being but an Agreement to practiſe it, rþis mult 
needs be a duty alſo, P/a/.119.106, Þ cherw.» 0.28,29, 2. ad 
an Apoftle ſought with muthlabour the conference, concurrence 
and right hind of fellowſhip of other Apoſtles : and ordinary Elders 
41d Churfhes have not lefs need eath of other, to prevent cher 
Tunnmg us vain, Gale 2.2,6,9. 3. Thoſe general Scripture-rules 
touthing the need and uſe of connſel\and help in weighty caſes, 
concern all Societies and Polities, Eccleſiaſtical as well as Civil, 
Proy 11.14. CF IF. 22, C 20 18. (f 24. 6, Ecchſ,q. 9,10-12s 
4. The pattern in As 15 holds forth a warrant for Ccuncils, 
whith may be greater or lefler, as the matter ſhall require. 
$5. Concurrence and Communion of Chutthes in-Goſpel-tumes, .$ 
not obſcurely held forthin 1/2.19.23,24,25. Leph 3-9. 1 Cor.lle 
16, > 14.32,36, 6. There bath conſtantly been in theſe Chu:chcs 
2 profet]ion of Communion, in piving the right hand of f.llow- 
ſhip at the gathering of Ch: r&hes, and Ocdivation of Elders : 
Whith importeth a Confociation , and obligeth to the practice 


thereof. 


( 32] | 
thereof. - Without whith we ſhould allo want an expcdient and 
ſufficient Cure-for emergent Churfh-difficulties' and Differences : 
with the want whereof our Way is tharged,bur unjuſtly, if this part 
of the DoAtioe thereof were duely praRiſed. 

7. The manner of the Churches agreement berem, or entr ng. nta 
this Confuctation,may be by each Church's open conſenting umo the tbmgs 
here declared m Anſwer to this 2% Ducſtion, as alſo to what u ſaid 
thercabowt in Qhap. 15. & 16. of the Platform of Diſcipline, wh 
reference ts other Churches in this (oleny & Conntrey, as in Propol, 5: 
is before expreſſed. 

8. The manner of exerciſing and praftiſing that Communion, which 
#745 conſent or agreement ſpecially tendeth wnio, may be.ty making uſe oc+ 
caſionally of Elders or able Brathren of other Churches; or by the more 
ſolemn Meetings of both Elders and «Meſſengers im leſſer cy greater 
Councils, a; the matter ſhall require. 
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